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Mary 
By Ruth Margaret Gibbs 


UST to forget the little cakes we 
made, 
The new-baked loaves that glisten at 
their peak, 
To put aside the pitcher from the well, 
And hear Him speak. 


Just to forget the table yet to spread, 
The roasted lamb, the fruit bow! still 
to bring, 
To lay aside the food and hear Him 
teach— 
What banqueting! 


I know that soon the candles should be 
lit, 
The chairs be brought to their accus- 
tomed place ... 
But for an hour to sit at Jesus’ feet 
And watch His face... 


This is the bread’ that satisfies my soul, 
And water for the thirsting that is 
mine— 
He comes to Bethany to be our Guest, 
And lo! I dine. 
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Converted Countenances 


Countenances betray thoughts. A 
countenance is something like a barome- 
ter, which falls when a storm is brewing; 
or the needle on a steam gauge, which 
shows when the pressure is up; or the 
pointers on the speedometers of some 
modern cars, which take on a reddish 
glow when the danger point is being 


approached. Much is said about counte- 
nances in Scripture. When Cain was 
angry with Abel, “his countenance fell.” 
Jacob saw that it was time to move when 
he “beheld the countenance of Laban, 
and, behold, it was not toward him as 
before” (Gen. 31:2). The way began to 
open for Nehemiah to go to Jerusalem 
when the king noticed his face and said, 
“Why is thy countenance sad, seeing 
thou art not sick? this is nothing else 
but sorrow of heart” (Neh. 2:2). The 
self-discipline of Daniel and his three 
friends and the strict diet to which they 
held themselves soon showed physically 
in their faces, for “at the end of ten 
days their countenances appeared fairer 
and fatter in flesh than all the children 
which did eat the portion of the king’s 
meat.” After Hannah had poured out 
her heart to God in prayer, and had 
corrected Eli's misunderstanding of her 
condition, then she could eat, “and her 
countenance was no more sad” (1 Sam. 
1:18). Someone has said that the eyes 
are “the windows of the soul.” Eyes 
are indexes of fear, anger, pain, pleasure, 
and many other emotions. It is not pos- 
sible, necessary, or right always to hide 
all our feelings; and in this life we can- 
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not escape great variations in our feel- 
ings. But there ought to be real differ- 
ences between worldly and Christian 
countenances. Look at the faces in a 
bus, a railroad car, or a restaurant, and 
what is written on them? Depression, 
discouragement, resentment, anxiety, 
and lust, with only here and there a 
pleasant, peaceful face: and the corners 
of most mouths are down. Now a Chris- 
tian will have disappointment, sorrow, 
anguish of mind, and physical and men- 
tal suffering. But the injurious effect 
of these on his nervous system, and the 
telltale evidence on his countenance will 
be greatly reduced in proportion as he 
casts his burdens on the Lord, looks unto 
Him, and allows His peace to rule in his 
heart. In the midst of trouble Stephen's 
face was “as it had been the face of an 
angel” (Acts 6:15). Psalm 34:5 in the 
American Standard Version (not the 
Revised Standard Version) reads, “They 
looked unto him, and were radiant.” Moses 
prayed, “The Lord lift up his counte- 
nance upon thee, and give thee peace.” 
David urged his own soul to hope in 
God, and said, “For I shall yet praise 
him, who is the health of my counte- 
nance, and my God” (Psa, 43:5). 
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True Greatness 


is he who can conquer himself.” 

This is not how the man of the world 
reckons greatness. The great man in 
his eyes is he who does great things, 
who rises to great heights in his pro- 
fession, whether he be a politician, sol- 
dier, surgeon, scientist, musician, sports- 
man. During our Lord's life on this 
earth the public estimate of a great man 
was one who held a position of author- 
ity, who had rule over others, and could 
command others to do his bidding. A 


[' HAS been said that “the great man 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Rejoice greatly . . . behold, 
thy King cometh ... and he 
shall speak peace unto the 
heathen” (Zech. 9:9, 10). 























man’s greatness was measured by the 
extent of his rule, the number of peo- 
ple under his authority. But the divine 
idea of greatness is something far dif- 
ferent. 

Those counted great in the eyes of 
man are counted insignificant in the 
sight of God who looks not on the out- 
ward appearance, but on the heart (1 
Sam. 16:7). Long ago a king who was 
counted great by all the kings of this 
world, because of his superior wisdom, 
his magnificent palace, his abundant 
wealth, declared that “he that ruleth his 
spirit” is greater than he that taketh a 
city” (Prov. 16:32). Because he failed 
to control himself, to master his pas- 
sions, he went down to his grave in 
shame, and brought about the disrup- 
tion of a kingdom which his father David 
had made great and glorious. This king 
realized that the man who conquered 
himself was far greater than the warrior 
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who marched in triumph into his own 
city, after some striking military success, 
No matter how great a man may be 
in man’s sight, because of his wonderful 
achievements in his own particular 
realm, he is in reality a man to be pitied 
if he has not learned to conquer him- 
self. Unless a man can rise above him- 
self “how poor a thing is man!” 
Recently there was recorded in Eng- 
land the death of a most skillful physt- 
cian, a man respected by his fellows for 
his knowledge and skill. He was a “very 
great surgeon,” said one who had worked 
under him in the hospital. Yet this sur- 
geon who had such control of himself 
when operating on a human body, had 
no control over his own body. He was 
a slave to the lusts of the flesh, and at 
last, tired and weary of living a life of 
defeat, he ended his life in a tragic man- 
ner. One has read the biographies of 
men who have reached exalted positions 
and made a name for themselves, but in 
so many cases they were mastered by 
worldly ambition, a desire for wealth, 
for position, and power. They gained 
their ambition, but at such a cost that 
no man who has a knowledge of true 
values desires to emulate them. In the 
life of a popular British statesman, who 
rose to Cabinet rank, his biographer 
says of him that he always wanted to 
rule, to have the pre-eminence. “He 
could not play second fiddle to any man.” 
Often he failed to turn up at a meeting, 
at which he had promised to speak, if 
he discovered he was not advertised as 
the principal speaker. Nothing was right 
unless he was the instituter of it. No 
matter how great men may think we are 
or how great we think ourselves to be, 
if we have not mastered pride, ambition, 
the lusts of the flesh we know nothing 
of true greatness. We may be great 
and mighty in our own estimation, but 
if we do not know ourselves, our fail- 
ings, and are not daily mastering self 
and sin, we are moral and spiritual 
weaklings. It is still true that “self-rev- 
self-control, 


erence, self-knowledge, 
these three alone lead to sovereign 
power.” 


When Emerson said, “A great man is 
always willing to be little,” he was but 
echoing the teaching of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The disciples of Christ were 
ruled by worldly ambition. They had 
made great sacrifices, but at the back 
of their minds was the thought of re- 
ward; when Christ manifested His King- 
ship then they would be exalted to high 
positions. Thinking of that day, Peter 
said, “Lo, we have left all, and followed 
thee; what then shall we have?” (Matt. 
19:27, A.S.V.) They were ambitious to 
get the top places in His Kingdom, and 
sometimes quarreled among themselves 
as to who was the greatest among them. 
They refused to serve one another in 
a menial duty because they regarded it 
as a confession of inferiority. Our Lord 
took them aside and told them they were 
moved by worldly ideals, and such had 
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no place in His Kingdom. The great 
man in His sight was not the man who 
loved to rule, to have others bow down 
and serve him, but the man who would 
graciously stoop down, and do some 
lowly task for another (Luke 22:24-27). 
To set them an example and enforce His 
own precept He stooped down and, to 
their humiliation and shame, washed 
and wiped their feet. Then He said, “Ye 
call me Master and Lord: and ye say 
well; for soI am. If I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet: ve 
also ought to wash one another's feet. 
For I have given you an example, that 
ye should do as I have done to you” 
(John 13:13-15). Christ counts a man 
great if he is truly humble, if he has 
conquered pride, the lust for power and 
place, and lives to love and serve others. 

But the great problem with all men 
is how we can master ourselves, our 
weaknesses; how we can overcome pride 
and passion, the lust for power, posi- 
tion, wealth. Many want to be truly 
great, to rise above themselves, to be 
humble, noble, lovable, and serviceable. 
But how many have to confess that in- 
stead of being “more than conquerors” 
(Rom. 8:37) they have given up the strug- 
gle and have now taken the line of least 
They have now ceased to 
trouble, and drift wherever they are 
led by impulse and desire. They do a 
few good deéds and then pat themselves 
on the back; thinking that, after all, 
they are not so bad. Is it necessary 


resistance! 


(Continued on page 361) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The American Revised Version 
of 1901 


Could we have an article in the 
TIMES by some well-informed person 
on the making of the American Stand- 
ard Version, with especial reference 
to the revising committee that pro- 
duced it and what their convictions 
were in the matter of our historic 
faith?—An Ohio reader. 


A REPLY 
BY THE Rev. OSwWALp T. ALttts, Ph.D., D.D. 


This version has had an interesting 
history. As is well known, it is closely 
related to the English Revision of 1881-85. 
In 1870 the Convocation of Canterbury 
adopted a report favoring a revision of 
the Authorized Version (A.V.) and ap- 
pointed sixteen of its members a com- 
mittee to proceed with the undertaking. 
It authorized them “to invite the co- 
operation of any eminent for scholarship, 
to whatever nation or religious body 
they may belong.” An unsuccessful at- 
tempt was made to secure the co-opera- 
tion of the Convocation of York. The 
Committee proceeded at once to seek 
the co-operation of British and Ameri- 
(Continued on page 370) 
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“Written Just 
: For Me” 


(<4 FEEL like your article on 
‘God and Circumstances’ on 
page 1 of the March 15 issue 
was written just for me. It has 
truly blessed my heart and en- 
couraged me to continue to be 
all out for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Ours is a Christian home, but on 
February 16 my wife was in a 
car accident. She has spent three 
weeks in a hospital and [may 
have to be there] at least an- 
other week, maybe more. Satan 
has been attacking in force, try- 
ing to tell me if we were God’s 
children, why would He (God) 
permit this to happen? One por- 
tion of your article said, ‘Our 
Father is not the victim of cir- 
cumstances, and. He makes no 
mistakes.” We accept this state- 
ment in our home. The Lord 
bless you for this and all the 
other articles in the Trmes.”—An 

Iowa reader. 

Of course letters like this—and 
they do come every week—en- 
courage the writers, Editors, and 
staff of THE SuNDAY ScHooL TIMES 
to be “stedfast, unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of 
the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). While 
THe SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs is, un- 
der God, a self-supporting busi- 
ness, yet its aim is to put God first 
in all things, and it is a very real 
ministry touching the hearts and 
lives of people in every land. 

The twelve different helps on 
the International Uniform Lesson 
each week in the Times are of 
special interest to teachers and 
superintendents. Besides the les- 
son helps, there are always the 
editorials, answers to questions, 
articles of general interest to 
Christian people, frequent  bio- 
graphical sketches, and descrip- 
tions of ways of working in Sun- 
day school and church. 

Wouldn’t you like to help extend 
the ministry of the Times? Here 
is a simple plan. 

For one dollar you may send 
the Times for seven weeks to four 
of your friends who are not now 
receiving it, 

Before their short-term subscrip- 
tion ends, they will receive a re- 
notice and may wish to 
subscribe for themselves. Just 
send the four names and addresses 
with a dollar bill, check, or money 
order, asking for the special 7-weeks 
subscriptions, and mail it to 
The Sunday School Times Company 


325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5 
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IV. Three Men Fast Asleep 


How John Bunyan personified common 


human weaknesses 


LL who have an intimate acquaint- 
A ance with the incomparable “Pil- 
grim’s Progress” will immediately 
realize that there are many scenes and 
characters we are skipping over in our 
meditations. It would take months fully 
to discourse upon every phase of Bun- 
yan’s dream of the experiences over- 
taking Christian. Fascinating aspects 
we could dwell upon are the man “with 
a book and his ink-horn before him to 
take the name of him that would enter 
therein.” Then he encountered “the man 
in an iron cage” in “a very dark room.” 
Ultimately he came to “a place some- 
what ascending, and upon that place 
stood a Cross, and a little below, in the 
bottom, a Sepulchre.” One look at the 
Cross, and Christian’s burden “fell from 
off his back” and he continued his pil- 
grimage “glad and lightsome,” singing: 
Thus far did I come laden with my sin, 
Nor could aught ease the grief that I 
Was In, 


Till I came hither. What a place is this! 
Must here be the beginning of my bliss? 


Must here the burden fall from off my 
back? 

Must here the strings that bound it to me 
crack? 

Blest cross! blest sepulchre! blest, rather, 
be 

The Man that there was put to shame for 
me! 


Christian, however, was not far on his 
way from the saving side of the Cross 
before he came across the three men fast 
asleep, with fetters upon their heels, 
whose names were Simple, Sloth, and 
Presumption, and who can easily be 
identified as religious professors, asleep 
in Zion. From his own heart-anguish 
as a faithful pastor, Bunyan knew of 
those in his flock he here describes: “If 
any of those who were awakened by 
my ministry did after that fall back, as 
sometimes too many did, I can truly 
say that their loss hath been more to 
me than if one of my own children, 
begotten of my body, had been going 
to the grave.” 


Meeting Enemies Near the Cross 

Robert Stevenson, in his Bunyan “Ex- 
positions,” writes that “it is suggestive 
of Bunyan’s stern experience of life 
that he represents his hero as stumbling 
upon the enemies of the Gospel, before 
he comes into contact with his friends. 
Only a few steps from the Cross lie 
some who are entirely astray.” 

The three men, with their fettered 
feet, represent varieties of religious in- 
difference, out of which Christian is de- 
sirous of saving them. Realizing the 
peril of indifference to divine matters, 
he seeks to warn them. Bunyan the 
preacher knew that indifference is a 


Some modern cartoonists have cre- 
ated characters that have become 
very widely known and whose ex- 
periences are eagerly followed in the 
newspapers. One reason for their 
popularity is that they portray, with 
humor and pathos, characteristics 
that lurk in most of us. And one 
of the main reasons for the long 
literary life of “Pilgrim’s Progress” 
is John Bunyan’s masterly delinea- 
tion of human foibles. Dr. Lockyer 
writes of three more characters from 
the famous allegory in this fourth 
article in his series of seven on 
“Scenes and Sermons from Pilgrim’s 
Progress.” 








deadlier foe than infidelity. Three en- 
tangling sins to guard against are the 
temptation to grow weary in welldoing, 
to yield to the spirit of lethargy, to be 
guilty of fleshly pride. 

This first character, Simple, living in 
the Town of Infidelity, is not to be con- 
fused with those who, as Tennyson puts 
it in his “Ode on the Death of the Duke 
of Wellington,” are in their “simplicity 
sublime.” There is, of course, a com- 
mendable simplicity. “Blessed is sim- 
plicity,” wrote Thomas a Kempis in his 
“Imitation of Christ.” Wordsworth 
speaks of those who have 

An entire simplicity of mind, 
A thing most sacred in the eyes of 
Heaven, 

Those Bunyan speaks of are ones of 
whom Solomon asked, “How long, ye 
simple ones, will ye love simplicity?” 
(Prov. 1:22.) Christian, shaking Simple 
out of his slumber, was met with the 
protest, “I see no danger.” This is the 
common answer of those who are not 
wanting their religion to disturb them. 
Simple is the one void of spiritual un- 
derstanding, content with having a small 
mind in spiritual matters. “O ye simple, 
understand wisdom!” (Prov. 8:5.) 

Such _ self-complacency reveals. the 
growing power of habit. These three 
men were fettered, and fetters are daily 
formed. At first they are as light as 
silk, but before long they become as 
strong as steel. Simple forgot to reflect 
upon the insidious power of habit. Seek- 
ing to arise from his shackles, he tried 
to be indifferent to his bondage. Sow- 
ing acts, he had reaped a character. 
Simple was also indifferent to the fact 
that the issues of life are too solemn, 
too serious, to be treated lightly. If only 
he had been awake to the dangers of a 
careless attitude, he would not have 
turned a deaf ear to one who had just 
come from the Cross. i 


By HERBERT LOCKYER, Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


The second sleeper, with fetters on his 
heels, was Sloth who, when aroused, 
could only grunt, “Yet a little more 
sleep!” Although he had a better head 
than his companion Simple, he made no 
better use of it. He was content to stay 
in the irons of his indolence and ineffi- 
ciency, and his carnal security. Like 
Felix, he was not wanting to be dis- 
turbed; a more convenient season would 
do. Sloth did not deny danger. It was 
not imminent danger, however, so why 
concern oneself? 

Poets and writers have combined to 
warn us of the perils of Sloth. Milton 
in “Paradise Lost” gives us the impres- 
sive lines: 

Thus Belial, with words clothed in reason’s 


garb, 

Counselled ignoble ease, and peaceful 
sloth, 

Not peace 

Anthony Munday, in 1590, wrote, 


“Sloth is a foe unto all virtuous deeds.” 

Poet Shelley speaks of 

Many faint with toil 

That few may know 

of sloth. 

And a proverb attributed to Horace 
reads, “Sloth, that shameful Siren, is to 
be avoided.” 

Bunyan’s Sloth, however, desired an 
undisturbed conscience. He begged to 
be allowed to sleep a little longer. Later 
on he could be aroused to give heed to 
more serious things. 

The Peril of Indifference 

The tragic peril facing multitudes is 
the fact that this phase of indifference 
is fatal. They live in a sluggard’s gar- 
den, where drowsiness clothes them in 
spiritual rags. Would that they could 
be fully aroused from their deadly slum- 
ber, and advised to leave “the field of 
the slothful”! (Prov. 24:30.) Alexander 
the Great used to leave his tent at mid- 
night and go round the camp, spearing 
to his post the sentinel he found sleep- 
ing. 

Scripture is full of warnings both to 
saint and sinner, to wake out of sleep. 
The forces of darkness never slumber. 
They are ever alert to destroy the souls 
of men. We must watch and pray, fight 
the good fight of faith, wrestle unceas- 
ingly against Satanic principalities and 
powers. 

Alas, the sleeping ones, after being 
disturbed by Christian, “lay down to 
sleep again, and Christian went on his 
way.” And, as old Alexander Whyte 
puts it, “Our Sloth with a gold mine at 
our feet! A little more sleep on the top 
of the mast with a gulf under us that 
hath no bottom—no language of this life 
can adequately describe the besottedness 
of that man who lies with irons on his 


the cares and woe 
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heels between Simple and Presumption. 

The third fettered sleeper, Presump- 
tion, tried to be a little more philosophi- 
cal than his two drowsy companions. 
Awakened by Christian, his comment 
was: “Every vat [or tub] must stand 
upon its own bottom.” Presumption was 
ignorant of the sad truth that a religious 
sinner is as a tub without a bottom. 
The self-indulgent, presumptuous heart 
is a bottomless tub. 

Presumption’s reply was but a polite 
form of saying to Christian, “Mind your 
own business!” This, of course, was what 
he was doing. “The Church’s business 
is to mind its own business!” What is 
her business? Why, that of arousing 
deluded souls to their present and com- 
ing peril! The learned William Perkins 
wrote beside his name on the flyleaf of 
all his books, “Thou art a minister of the 
Word, mind thy business!” 

The condemning sin of Presumption 
was high up on David's list of transgres- 
sions. “Keep back thy servant also from 
presumptuous sins” (Psa, 19:13). God 
grant that we may be innocefit of such 
a great transgression! We have to con- 
fess, however, that although forgiven, 
with our fetters gone, there is often a 
piece of the iron left in the flesh. It was 
presumption that resulted in King 
Uzziah’s dying as a leper. 

Is there not a tendency in some evan- 
gelical circles to mistake liberty for 
license? There are those who insist that 
once saved you can do as you like. They 
presume upon the grace of God and upon 
the blood of Christ. But a soul deliv- 
ered from the bondage of sin cannot 
live as he likes. His state must corre- 
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spond to his standing in grace. There 
must be no divorce between profession 
and practice. 

There is another aspect of Presump- 
tion’s reply of which we must not lose 
sight: the defiant assertion of the right 
of private judgment. This third sleeper 
seems to say: “Look after yourself, and 
leave us to ourselves. Don’t come here 
disturbing our peace.” But Presumption 
forgot that the mind stained by sin can- 
not decide aright in the matter of the 
soul’s true welfare. The sinner needs 
wisdom from above to understand his 
terrible need, and to consider his latter 
end. 

The fate of the three sleepers, Simple, 
Sloth, and Presumption, is given us in 
the second part of “Pilgrim's Progress,” 
where the experiences of Christiana and 
her party are described by Bunyan. 
There they were, all three of them, 
“hanged up in irons a little way off on 
the other side.” Viewing them, Great- 
heart explains: “These three were men 
of bad qualities; they had no mind to 
be pilgrims themselves and whosoever 
they could they hindered.” 

These three reprobates stand as a 
warning that those who, in earlier years, 
are merely indifferent, may gradually 
become positive enemies. All who shun 
the counsel of the ungodly will never 
be found ending up in the seat of the 
scornful. As for ourselves, let us sing, 
as we go on in the narrow way: 

O to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 

Bind my wandering heart to 
Robert Robinson, 


(To be continued) 


Thee. 
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Why | Am Not a Jehovah’s Witness 


Three important teachings in which Watchtower Publications disagree with the Word of God 


By GEORGE M. BOWMAN 


The three teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses mentioned here as con- 
trary to the Scriptures are not the only false teachings of this danger- 


ous cult. 


An excellent chart has been compiled by Keith L. 


Brooks 


entitled “The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error.” It shows what God 
has said and what men are saying in seven of the principal false cults of 


today on seven fundamentals. 


It may be had from the American Pro- 


phetic League, Inc., Eagle Rock Station, Los Angeles 41, at 5 cents a 
copy; quantity prices on applicatidn. 


RUTH is never afraid of light. 

Jehovah's Witnesses claim that they 
are the only exponents of truth regard- 
ing the Bible. It is my intention here 
to expose their doctrines of “truth” to 
the light of God’s holy Word, which is 
the only proving ground for religious 
discussion. 

Many have joined with the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses to learn more about the Bible, 
but have been influenced to read other 
books and papers more than the Bible 
itself. I want to urge any such to re- 
ceive the Word of God as the last court 
of appeal, and to test everything they 


hear or read by searching the Scrip- 
tures. This practice leads to nobility 
in the Christian faith, for it is recorded 
in the Bible concerning the Bereans, 
“These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word [nothing else] with all readiness 
of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily, whether those things [that the 
apostles taught] were so” (Acts 17:11). 

Jehovah's Witnesses say certain things 
are so in two books recently published 
by the Watchtower Bible and Tract So- 
ciety. These are entitled, “Let God Be 
True,” published in 1946, and, “What 
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Has Religion Done For Mankind?” pub- 
lished in 1951. Let us now search the 
Scriptures to see whether these things 
are so, 

1—I am not a Jehovah’s Witness be- 
cause Jehovah’s Witnesses are taught to 
deny the essential deity of Jesus Christ, 
whom I worship as my Saviour and Lord, 
Here is what they say: 

“This One [Jesus Christ] was not Je- 
hovah God, but was existing in the form 
of God” (“Let God Be True,” page 34). 

“The justice of God would not permit 
that Jesus, as a ransom, be more than a 
perfect man; and certainly not be the 
supreme God almighty in the flesh” 
(“Let God Be True,” page 122). 

“Jesus’ birth on earth was not an in- 
carnation” (“What Has Religion Done 
for Mankind?” page 231). 

These passages are direct denials of 
God's holy Word, “Behold, a virgin shall 
be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name Em- 
manuel, which being interpreted is, 
God with us.” 

Could a “perfect man” be guilty of de- 
ception? If Christ is not God, why did 
He accept the words of Thomas, “My 
Lord and my God,” without rebuke? 
Christ must have been God in the flesh; 
an impostor: or a sincere young man 
who was Himself deceived. Biblical 
evidence is overwhelming that: the first 
is correct. For further Biblical proof 
that Christ is God, see Romans 9:5; 
Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:8; and 1 John 5:20. 
Christ is, was, and always will be God. 

2.—I am not a Jehovah’s Witness be- 
cause I believe in the bodily resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ. Jehovah’s Witnesses 
are told to believe that Christ rose in 
spirit only. 3ut they are of age: we 
shall let them speak for themselves: 

“So the King Christ Jesus was put to 
death in the flesh and was resurrected 
an invisible spirit creature: therefore 
the world will see him no more” (“Let 
God Be True,” page 122). 

“Almighty God raised his Son Jesus 
Christ from the dead an immortal spirit 
person. , , . Jesus materialized different 
bodies on various occasions to show he 
was alive but no longer a human crea- 
ture” (“What Has Religion Done for 
Mankind?” page 260). 

The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ 
is a fact that lies at the very basis of 
the Christian’s holy faith, and I quote 
the following from the Bible to prove 
the above to be more direct denials of 
Holy Writ: 

Christ “rose again the third day ac- 
cording to the scriptures: and that he 
was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
after that, he was seen of above five 
hundred brethren at once, After 
that, he was seen of James; then of all 
the apostles” (1 Cor. 15:4-7). 

Over five hundred persons, who knew 
the Lord Jesus before He died, actually 
saw, and recognized Him with their own 
eyes after He had risen! 

When Christ appeared unto His dis- 
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ciples after His resurrection, “They were 
terrified and affrighted, and supposed 
that they had seen a spirit” (Luke 24: 
37). This supposition on the part of the 
disciples is what the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
teach as the truth. 

What did Christ think of His disciples’ 
supposition that He was a spirit? “Why 
are ye troubled? and why do thoughts 
arise in your hearts?” he asked. “Be- 
hold my hands and my feet, that it is 
I, myself: handle me, and see; for a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see me have” (Luke 24:38, 39). 

Could language be any clearer than 
this? It is because Christ rose in His 
body that we, who believe in Him, can 
be so sure that we shall be raised. Christ 
is the firstfruits of them who sleep. 

3.—I am not a Jehovah’s Witness be- 
cause I believe that salvation is all of 
God. The unnamed authors of the above 
mentioned books deny that “salvation 
belongeth unto the Lord.” They would 
give man some part in it. Concerning 
saints they write: 

“Living up to their agreement is a 
serious matter, and therefore they are 
further admonished: ‘Work out your own 


salvation with feargand trembling’” 
(“Let God Be True,” page 302). 
“Everlasting life in the righteous, 


“Who” and “Whom” 
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peaceful, free world under Jehovah God 
and His Christ—this is what the clean, 
undefiled religion gains for obedient man- 
kind” (“What Has Religion Done for 
Mankind?” page 344). 

In the first passage the author quotes 
Philippians 2:12, and then neglects to 
mention that Paul continues, “For it is 
God that worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure” (v, 13). 
Paul was simply telling the Philippian 
Christians to work out their own salva- 
tion which was already in them. God 
had worked it in. They were to work 
it out. 

“There is none righteous, no, not one,” 
wrote the Apostle Paul (Rom, 3:10). 
And, “All have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). It is 
impossible for a man in the flesh to obey 
the laws of God. Oh, it is not our obe- 
dience that obtains everlasting life for 
us, it is Christ’s obedience. It is not 
what we do, but our acceptance of what 
He has done that makes us righteous, 

This is not written with the purpose 
in view of winning arguments, but to 
win souls to trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Will you trust Him for eternal sal- 
vation? 

TORONTO, CAN. 


An Intermediate’s true “furnace” experience, and how God answered her prayer 


UBURN-HAIRED Louise lifted her 
hazel eyes from her lesson quarterly 
to those of her well-loved Sunday school 
teacher. Although the class of Inter- 
mediate girls already knew the story 
of the three Hebrew children in the 
fiery furnace, they listened intently as 
Miss Kathleen described each fascinating 
scene. A short sigh of satisfaction es- 
caped their lips as the story was finished. 
But it was Miss Kathleen’s application 
which started Louise to thinking. Would 
she have a furnace experience this week? 
If so, would the same God who heard 
the prayer of the three Hebrews help 
her when in need, and give deliverance? 
Chatting with her friends, Louise hur- 
ried from the room, found the family 
pew, and proceeded to forget about fiery 
furnaces—that is, she forgot until the 
next Tuesday afternoon. 

Running in from the playground after 
recess, Louise sank into her front seat 
just as Miss Peters, the English teacher, 
took her place. Louise liked grammar, 
and even Miss Peters, and was deter- 
mined to keep up her high record. 

“Today, we want to learn when to use 
‘who’ and when to use ‘whom’ correctly 
in a sentence,” patiently explained Miss 
Peters. 

Then she gave a brief explanation of 
case—objective, nominative. It all seemed 





By LAURA S. EMERSON 


rather confusing to the class of restless 
boys and girls. The right examples 
sounded so queer, and the wrong uses— 
why, that was what everyone said. 

“Now take a clean sheet of paper,” 
explained Miss Peters, “and we will see 
just how much you understand.” 

Louise turned around to discover her 
classmates looking just as surprised as 
she. 

“In the next ten minutes,” added Miss 
Peters, “I want each of you to write 
three sentences using ‘who’ correctly, 
and three using ‘whom.’ Then I'll come 
around to your desks and correct them.” 

After the first gasp of amazement, the 
room was quiet; not even the scribbling 
of a pencil or a whispered inquiry re- 
lieved the silence. Louise bit the end of 
her pencil. How badly she wanted that 
100 per cent—but she didn’t understand 
that new usage. Then it was that she 
remembered the fiery furnace! Oh, of 
course, she wasn’t in any furnace, but 
she was hot enough. 

“Why don’t you pray?” a gentle voice 
spoke in her heart. 

“Pray! How could God teach you 
grammar?” laughed a tempting voice. 

“The three Hebrew children prayed. 
God delivered them,” prompted the 
gentle voice. 


“I'll try,” thought Louise. And there 
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in her front seat, she bowed her head 
and breathed a faint petition to her 
Heavenly Father. “In Jesus’ name,” she 
added. 

Almost at once she thought of a Bible 
verse she had memorized: “Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us?” (Isa. 
6:8.) 

Quickly and excitedly, Louise wrote 
down the two questions. In a few mo- 
ments she made up two other sentences 
like her pattern. Just as she had fin- 
ished, Miss Peters walked down her aisle 
and read her paper, calmly marking a 
red 100 at the top of her page as she 
commended Louise. 

But Miss Peters didn’t know about the 
little “furnace” battle in her heart, or 
how God had answered her prayer and 
rewarded her little faith. Lifting her 
heart in gratitude to God, Louise took 
out her English book for homework. 
Next time she must be able to explain 
how to use those troublesome pronouns 
which would always have a rich mean- 
ing for her. 

Marion, INp. 


thd 


v< 


True Greatness 
(Continued from second page) 


to go on living a defeated life? To go 
on deceiving ourselves that there is not 
much wrong with us when, in the secret 
places of our being, we know there is 
much that is wrong within? Is there 
no way out? Is there power outside 
ourselves to enable us to succeed where 
we have hitherto failed? Yes, there is 
a way that millions have found to be 
the way of victory, of life, and peace. 

The first step is to realize our own 
utter helplessness, We are sinners by 
nature and practice, and all our rules, 
resolutions, efforts can never blot out our 
sins nor enable us to conquer self and 
sin. When the thin veneer of self-right- 
eousness, of respectability is stripped off 
and we see ourselves as we really are, 
then there rises from the heart the de- 
spairing cry, “God, be merciful to me a 
sinner.” When we are humble, contrite, 
then we find that God is merciful, and 
as we confess our sins so He gives-to us 
the assurance that through the atoning 
blood of Christ all our sins are pardoned. 
By faith we are brought into union with 
the living Christ and in and through 
Him we receive new desires, motives, 
powers, and we find it possible to gain 
the victory over self and sin. Abiding 
in Christ, drawing upon His grace and 
strength, we become humble, géntle, lov- 
ing, sacrificial, and slowly but surely 
grow in His likeness. Walking in loving 
fellowship with the risen, exalted Christ 
we grow in those moral and spiritual 
qualities which make for true greatness; 
and in the conflict with sin and the world 
we can then truly say, “We are more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
us” (Rom, 8:37), 
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LESSON 6. MAY 10. PAUL UNDER GUARD IN ROME 


Acts 25 to 28; Philippians 1:12-14; printed text, Acts 28:14b-24, 30, 31 





Golden Text.—We know that all things work tocether for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.—Rom. 8:2 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 28:14b And so we went toward Rome. 

15 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they 
came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: 
whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 

16 And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered 
the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was 
suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him. 

17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called 
the chief of the Jews together: and when they were come 
together, he said unto them, Men and brethren,’ though I 
have committed nothing against the people, or customs of 
our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem 


21 And they said unto him, We neither received letters out 
of Judza concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that 
came shewed or spake any harm of thee. 

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for 
as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is 
spoken against. 

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came 
many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and 
testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, 
from morning till evening. 

24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and 
some believed not. 






into the hands of the Romans. 


18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me 
go, because there was no cause of death in me. 

19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained 
to appeal unto Cesar; not that I had ought to accuse my 


nation of. 


20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see 
you, and to speak with you: because that for the hope of 


Israel I am bound with this chain. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


Wiees the work of the Gospel 
was at its height in Ephesus, so 
that the name of the Lord Jesus 
was being magnified in the salvation of 
great numbers and in the confusion of 
the powers of darkness, Paul began to 
scan wider horizons, and declared, “I 
must also see Rome” (Acts 19:21). 

That word “must” was characteristic 
of the Apostle Paul. He lived in the 
imperative mood. Necessity was laid 
upon him (1 Cor. 9:16) from the day 
he met the Lord on the Damascus road. 
The will of God was the great “must” 
for him, and every new revelation of 
that will was accepted as another stage 
in the mighty imperative of his yielded 
life. 

Thus, when Rome floated into his 
vision as part of God’s program for him, 
Rome became another “must.” Remem- 
ber, it was not the “must” of the tour- 
ist, nor of the historian and archaeolo- 
gist, but the “must” of a divine com- 
mission. 

By this time Paul had known enough 
of the opposition of the Adversary to 
realize that Rome would not fall easily 
to the Gospel. If the outer bastions had 


offered such stubborn resistance, what 
could he expect from the main fortress? 
Criminals often fled to Rome for hiding 
in the vast throng, but Rome would be 
no city of refuge to the ambassador of 


30 And Paul 
house, and 
31 Preaching 
things 


dwelt two 
received 
the kingdom 
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, 


whole years in his own hired 
unto him, 

teaching those 
with all con- 


all that came in 


of God, and 


fidence, no man forbidding him 
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Christ! Still. this veteran of many a_ turion in charge held things up for a 
battle, who already had scars to show, week at Puteoli to allow Paul to visit 
was not ready to nurse his wounds. He with the saints there. 
was out for new battles, and new con- Verse 15.—“Appii forum, and The three 
quests. As all roads led to Rome, so _ taverns.” The first was a village forty- 


all roads led out from Rome, and surely 
this missionary strategist could envision 
the Roman roads becoming the highways 
of the Gospel to the ends of the earth, 
once the testimony of Christ was estab- 
lished in the world’s capital city. 

But little did he realize at that junc- 
ture by what means and in what condi- 
tion he would reach Rome. He did not 
know that he would go there as a pris- 
oner, to spend at least two years (Acts 
28:30) confined to his rooms and guarded 
by soldiers. Had things taken such a 
turn for us, we probably should have 
wondered how this could help forward 
the work of evangelization! But from 
his narrow rooms, with the Roman 
guards watehing his every move, he 
wrote to his friends in Philippi: “The 
things which happened unto me have 
fallen out rather unto the furtherance 
of the gospel” (Phil. 1:12). God knows 
when a bound servant will reach far- 
ther than a free servant. So the attack 
on Rome was marked by a new strategy. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 28: 14.—“So we went toward Rome.’ 
Mark that word “so.” It covers all the 
incidents since Paul’s arrest in Jeru- 
salem, and especially since the voyage 
to Rome began. These incidents explain 
how a prisoner came to be directing the 
progress of the party, so that the cen- 





three miles south of Rome, and the other 
Was an inn on the same road, ten miles 
nearer Rome. Apparently contingents 
of believers from Rome met Paul at both 
places, and their brotherly action cheered 
his spirit. 

Verse 16—“The centurion delivered 
the prisoners ... but Paul was suffered 
to dwell by himself.” The written re- 
port of Festus (see 25:24-27) and the 
report of the centurion regarding the 
voyage doubtless secured for Paul this 
special treatment. 

Verse 17.—“I have committed nothing 
against the people . yet was I de- 
livered prisoner from Jerusalem.” Paul 
knew that the Christian faith was not 
contrary to the Jewish faith, but was the 
fulfillment of it. Jewish blindness to 
this fact created the enmity and brought 
about Paul’s imprisonment. 

Verse 18.—“They . . . would have let 
me go, because there was neo cause of 
death in me.” (Se@ 26:31, 32.) He had 
been examined by three judges—Felix, 
Festus, and Agrippa, and none of them 
had found cause of death in him. 

Verse 19.—“But when the Jews spake 
against it, I was constrained to appeal 
unto Cesar.” This was his privilege as 
a Roman citizen. Actually it was the 
weak policy of Festus that brought about 
the appeal to Caesar, for Festus, knowing 
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his innocence, was ready to hand him 
over to the Jewish court, thus yielding 
to Jewish clamor (25:9-11). 


Verse 20.—“For the hope of Israel I am 
bound with this chain.” The hope of 
Israel was the Messiah. They did not 
know Him when He came, and not only 
cast Him out, but sought to destroy those 
who proclaimed Him. So they were 
abandoning their one and onty hope. 


Verse 21.—“We neither received letters 
neither any of, the brethren 
spake any harm of thee.” This is really 
remarkable, considering the intense bit- 
terness which the Jews entertained 
toward him. Perhaps they intended to 
send a delegation to conduct the prose- 

cution. 

Verse 22.—“But we desire to hear... 
everywhere it is spoken against.” That 
seemed like open-mindedness consider- 
ing the widespread prejudice against 
the Christian faith, which had even 
reached Rome. Note the word “sect” in 
this verse. The Greek word so trans- 
lated is the root of our word “heresy,” 
and means “an opinion.” Sometimes it 
is used in a bad sense, like our “heresy” 
(24:14), and sometimes in a good sense, 
as in 26:5, where it is translated “sect.” 


Verse 23.—“He expounded and testi- 
fied the kingdom of God, persuading.” 
In this verse notice the message—the 
Kingdom of God: the method—expound- 
ing, testifying, persuading; the sources— 
the law and the prophets: the time— 
from morning till evening; the ultimate 
theme—Jesus. See how the Kingdom of 
God and Jesus are linked. 


Verse 24—“‘And some believed 
and some believed not.” Once again, 
the great separation. Jesus is indeed a 
divider of men. See Matthew 10:34, 35. 


Verse 30.—“And Paul dwelt two whole 
years ... and received all that came.” 
Here was one situation in which the 
people had to come to the witness. for 
the witness could not go to the people. 
Nevertheless all Rome was filled with 
the message. See Philippians 1: 12-18; 
4: 22. 

Verse 31.—“Preaching the kingdom of 
God, and teaching the Lord Jesus 
Christ ... no man forbidding him.” Once 
again see the Kingdom of God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ put together. Acts 
ends with Paul a prisoner, chained and 
guarded, but it ends with the word, “un- 
hindered.” A confined, bound body, but 
a free, unhindered ministry, more ef- 
fective than if he had been free. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

I have just been reading the report 
of an evangelistic campaign in an an- 
cient city of England. It makes thrill- 
ing reading. The careful preparation. 
the saturation advertising, the thorough 
organization, the imposing array of 
workers, the enthusiastic opening of the 
meetings by the Lord Mayor, the re- 
markable co-operation of the public 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. May 3.—Building the Church at 
Ephesus Acts 18:23 to 21:14 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. May 17.—Living as Christians. 
1 and 2 Thessalonians 








press—all are marked features. It is 
something for which to be very thankful. 

The Apostle Paul’s assault on Rome 
was very different. Not only was all 
that goes into the preparation of a mod- 
ern campaign lacking, but the evangelist 
himself entered Rome as a prisoner. In- 
stead of an enthusiastic parade, see that 
sorry little band of chained men guarded 
by soldiers, with a few brave souls who 
have hazarded the ridicule of the crowds 
to go out some miles to accompany one 
of the prisoners into the city. Instead 
of a great public hall for the well- 
announced meetings, or even the use of 
a synagogue or a school, this evangelist 
must content himself, in the capital city 
of the empire, with a small rented house, 
thankful for the liberty to have any who 
would come to see him. Instead of an 
address of welcome, fie has the constant 
watchfulness of a Roman soldier—and a 
chain. 

It did not seem a very propitious open- 
ing for the “Christ for Rome” campaign. 
But listen to the evangelist’s report: 
“The things which happened unto me 
have fallen out rather unto the further- 
ance of the gospel.” He is reporting 
great success, great fruitfulness. great 
blessing. Indeed, he is declaring that his 
bondage has turned out to be a real 
stroke of promotion for the work. If he 
had been free, the preaching would have 
been left largely to him. As it was, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HERE was Paul when he first spoke 
of going to Rome? 

2. How many ships were used in Paul's 
journey to Rome? 

3. At what points did Christians from 
Rome meet the apostle? 

4. What special treatment 
Paul on his arrival in Rome? 

5. What might be the reasons for this 
special treatment? 

6. What was Paul’s first concern on ar- 
riving in Rome? 

7. On what subject did Paul discourse 
with the Jews in Rome? 

8. How did the Jews of Rome react 
to Paul’s message? - 

9. How often did Paul declare his pur- 
pose to turn from the Jews to the Gen- 
tiles? 

10. What was Paul’s teaching center 
(1) in Corinth, (2) in Ephesus, (3) in 
Rome? 


was given 


(Answers on page 369) 
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many voices were being heard, and Paul 
was sitting in his little room chuckling 
over the victories of Christ and the 
overturning of the schemes of the Ad- 
versary (Phil, 1:12-18), 

Paul was a prisoner, watched by a 
Roman guard and held by a Roman 
chain, but 
prisoner of Rome. He was the prisoner 
of Christ (Eph. 3:1; 4:1). Even when 
he was exercising his privileges as a 
Roman citizen, a freeman, he regarded 
himself as a slave—the bondservant of 
Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:1). Such a pris- 
oner, such a slave, will know liberty in 
any Situation. So the last verses of Acts 
depict this prisoner, this slave. in the 
enjoyment of divine freedom, and giv- 
ing a remarkable demonstration of the 
fact that “the word of God is not bound.” 
The last word in the Book of Acts, trans- 
lated in the King James Version “no 
man forbidding him,” is an adverb which 
might well be rendered, “unhindered.” 
What a blessed word with which to 
close this record of the unfinished work 
of an apostle, the unfinished work of the 
Church, and of the Holy Spirit! 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. An evangelist’s strange arrival (Acts 
28: 14-16) 

2. An evangelist’s preliminary confer- 
ence (vs. 17-22) 

3. An evangelist’s bold declaration (vs. 
23-29) 

4. An evangelist’s unhindered witness 
(vs. 30. 31) 


Topics for Development 


Paul and the Jews. Three times, so 
far as the record in the Acts tells us, 


.Paul affirmed his turning from the Jews 


to the Gentiles (13:46, 47: 18:6: 28:28). 
While I am not prepared to declare that 
any one of these occasions marked a new 
dispensation, yet we can see an increas- 
ing decisiveness in his statements. Even 
before the last of the three he had writ- 
ten to the saints in Rome, showing the 
meaning of this remarkable phenomenon 
the Gentiles entering into privileges re- 
fused by the Jews and therefore with- 
drawn from the latter (see Rom, 11:11- 
25). This transfer was progressive, and 
was repeated in every place where the 
Jews opposed the Gospel. Was it a 
matter of “three times and out” with 
Paul? I am sure it was not. The writer 
of Romans 9:1-5 would always remem- 
ber Romans 11:1-5, and make every ef- 
fort to seek out the remnant, and if, 
as many believe, he made further mis- 
sionary journeys after his first Roman 
imprisonment, I am sure that wherever 
he found a synagogue or a Jewish place 
of prayer, he would seek occasion to 
give the message there. We, too, ought 
to be seeking out the “remnant accord- 
ing to the election of grace.” 

The Appeal to Caesar, Citizenship was 
by no means universal in the Roman 
Empire, but very much restricted. It 
was bestowed as a reward of notable 


he never called himself a ‘ 
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service, or it could be bought (Acts 22: 
28). How it was bestowed on Paul’s 
ancestry we do not know, but he was 
born into a free family, and was there- 
fore a citizen by right of birth. Three 
times, in the course of his missionary 
travels, he had recourse to his citizen- 
ship rights. In Philippi he insisted on 
honorable conduct from prison, and the 
magistrates were only too glad to get 
off with that slight humiliation as the 
price of beating a Roman citizen and 
having him put in the stocks—and that 
without a trial (16:35-39). In Jerusalem 
he saved himself from examination by 
scourging by an appeal to his citizenship 
(22: 24-29). Finally, at Caesarea, to 
avoid falling into the hands of the Jews, 
he claimed the supreme privilege of a 
citizen, the right of direct appeal to the 
emperor (25:9-11). But this man who 
accepted the benefits of the state recog- 
nized the Christian’s obligations to the 
state (Rom. 13:1-7). 


Personal Applications 

For a life that is strong and purpose- 
ful, begin to live in the imperative mood 
of the will of God. 

Battle scars are no excuse for retire- 
ment, while there are more battles to be 
fought. 

Do you keep well away from those 
who are fighting the Lord’s battles, or 
do you strengthen their hands? (v. 15.) 

If people treated you as the Jews did 
Paul, could you say that you had noth- 
ing of which to accuse them? (v. 19.) 

Are you willing to proclaim the Gos- 


pel when .“everywhere it is spoken 
against” (v. 22), or just when it is in 
favor? 


Golden Text 

Rom. 8:28.—“All things work together 
for good to them that love God.” But 
verse 29 tells what that “good” is for 
which all things work together, by the 
ordering of God—to conform us to His 
image, The “all things” include the joys 
and the sorrows, the triumphs and the 
trials. The same holds good in the work 
of the Gospel. The circumstances of 
Paul’s arrival in Rome, instead of hin- 
dering the Gospel, gave impetus to it. 
In dark days, then, look up, and cheer 
up! 

ELMuvrstT, ILL, 


we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTteD HyMNs 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
“God Moves in a Mysterious Way” 
“He Leadeth Me” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 
of our salvation, whose goodness and 
mercy follow us all our days, we rejoice 
with grateful praise in all Thy marvelous 
goodness to us. Today we especially thank 
Thee for homes made bright and loving by 
the presence of Christ, for godly parents, 
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for their good example and their faith- 
ful training of their children. Help us 
all to make our homes dwellings of love 
and peace. Give us a strong love to 
Thee to keep us steadfast and true in 
the Christian life. Open our eyes to 
Thy truth today. Guide and use us this 
week to bless many. Forward Thy cause 
in all lands and remove the obstacles 
to the progress of the Gospel. Give 
rest to troubled souls. Hear the cry of 
the oppressed, the needy, the sick, and 
the sad. Shed abroad the spirit of rev- 
erence, faith, and love in every heart. 
Use even the wrath of Thine enemies 
to further Thy purposes, and let the 
Kingdom of our Lord be established in 
victory everywhere. Hear us and for- 
give our sins, all for Christ’s dear sake. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Some years ago a 
Christian man was in a plane crash and 
while rescue was awaited, he led five 
men to Christ. “Was it worth it?” he 
wrote later. “An $80,000 plane was de- 


stroyed. We suffered untold agony for 
two days and nights. Our relatives and 
friends went through great anxiety. 


April 25; 1953 


Nine thousand gallons of gasoline were 
consumed in one day by searching 
planes. It would be impossible to reckon 
the cost of the experience. I would not 
go through it again for millions of dol- 
lars. But, I believe I would go through 
it again if God wanted it to bring one 
more soul to Him.” 

Paul must have felt like that about 
his Roman jmprisonment. Long had he 
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hoped and prayed to preach at Rome. 
Our Letter to the Romans in the New 
Testament was written to prepare for a 
visit there. Little did he then know that 
when he reached Rome it would be as 
a prisoner. In the Letter to the Romans, 
he had written, “We know that all things 
work together for good to them that 
love God. .. .” It must have proved 
true for Paul in his imprisonment. God's 
providence was in contro] to bring Paul, 
as a prisoner, into touch with people 
He purposed to save through Paul’s mes- 
sage. Read the Letter to Philemon and 
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note that Paul calls the runaway slave 
Onesimus, whom he met at this time in 
Rome, “My son ,.. whom I have begot- 
ten in my bonds.” As a prisoner, Paul 
had had contact with Onesimus and led 
him to Christ. To Paul, the winning of 
Onesimus, had no others bgen won, 
would have made his imprisonment 
worth while. 

When we are the Lord’s, in love with 
Him and set to serve Him, all things 
do work together for good for us and 
for our work for Christ—the dark things 
as well as the bright things. So we can 
be of good cheer whatever our lot. There 
is no mere accident and no such thing 
as luck in a true Christian's life 

Cacary, ALTA,, CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“We came to Rome” (Acts 28:16).— 
This was the fulfillment of a great de- 
sire, of many years’ standing, on the 
part of the Apostle Paul. (See Rom. 
1:9-13, also 15:23.) It is both interesting 
and profitable to notice that the Lord 
kept a man of faith and prayer—such 


as the apostle was iting years for an 


answer to this petition 


And when He did grant it, it was in 
circumstances altogether different to 
those expected by the apostle. Cer- 


tainly he never prayed that he might 
go to that nretropolis as a bound Roman 
prisoner, 

He prayed fo 
by the will of God,” or as the Berkeley 
Version renders it, “pleading that if 
there be place for it in the will of God, 
I may some day be sped on my way to 
visit you.” Winter weather, contrary 
and tempestuous winds, and shipwreck 
were in God's will for His faithful serv- 
Acts 27 reveals—but he reached 


prosperous journey 


ant, as 
Rome! 

How true and appropriate is the mem- 
ory text for this lesson: “We know 
that al] things work together for good 
to them that love God. Even if the 


apostle had asked for a bon voyage. he 


was prepared to accept whatever God 
willed. 

I like the incident which Margaret 
Reid Routledge relates in this connec- 


tion. She says: “My little granddaugh- 
ter was sitting in my husband’s study 
looking over the advance Christmas lit- 
erature. She looked up and said, ‘I love 
Christmas, don't you? When I prayed 
last night, I asked God for a nice big 
doll buggy, and a doll for little sister.’ 

“*‘My dear,’ I replied, ‘there are so 
many little girls, I wonder if He will 
have enough buggies to go around. How- 
ever, He will give you something nice, I 
am sure.’ 

“Before Christmas our little girl be- 
came ill. I had told some of my friends 
in the city about her prayers for a doll 
buggy, and before Christmas there came 
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a lovely navy blue buggy and a doll. 
We placed the gift beside her bed. When 
she awoke, she exclaimed: ‘Oh. my buggy! 
I wanted a white wicker one like Elsie’s, 
but this is nice, isn’t it, Grandma? I 
forgot to tell God what color I wanted.’ 

“We older Christians are sometimes 
disappointed because our prayers are not 
answered just when and how we ex- 
pected. But this is not because ‘we for- 
got to tell God the color we wanted.’ 
Let us with childlike faith believe that 
our Father knows what is best, and that 
He never fails His children.” 


“For the hope of Israel I am bound 
with this chain” (Acts 28: 20).—The “hope 
of Israel” was the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament prophecies anent the coming 
of their Messiah. The prophecies dealt 
with the sufferings as well as the glory 
that should follow (1 Pet. 1:11). But 
Jews ignored the predicted sufferings 
and concentrated wholly on the glory; 
hence stumbled at the facts of His death, 
burial, and resurrection. All the proph- 
ecies relating to the glory of the Mes- 
siah shall be fulfilled as those pertaining 
to His sufferings have been. The apos- 
tle believed and taught both types of 
predictions—and for this was arrested 
and chained. 

There seems to be a willingness on 
the part of many Jews today to listen 
to the passages of Scripture ‘mentioning 
the humiliation of their Messiah, 

In one of the orthodox synagogues of 
Brooklyn during certain days of peni- 
tence and prayer, Jews were seen lying 
on their faces before God, crying to Him 
for protection upon their persecuted 
brethren, especially in Russia. One 
elderly Jew lifted up his hands toward 
heaven and in an agony of soul cried 
out, “Oh, that Thou wouldest rend the 
heavens and come down ... Lord.” He 
continued, “Send Messiah, and should 
Jesus of the Gentiles be the one, grant 
us a sign that we may be sure that it 
is really so, and forgive our guilt toward 
Him.” 

We thank God for all who are labor- 
ing among Jews, seeking faithfully yet 
graciously to show them that all the Old 
Testament predictions regarding the suf- 
ferings of their Messiah have been liter- 


ally fulfilled in the first advent of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. May the Lord 
give them to see much fruit for their 


labors. 


“And some believed and some be- 
lieved not” (Acts 28:24).—There are two 
wonderful expositions of Old Testament, 
Messianic prophecies recorded in Scrip- 
ture, which I should love to have heard. 
The first was our Lord’s own exposition 
to the two disciples as they walked from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus (Luke 24:27); the 
other is the one in our lesson when Paul 
“expounded and testified the kingdom of 
God, persuading them concerning Jesus, 
both out of the law of Moses, and out 
of the prophets, from morning till eve- 
ning” (v. 23). A livelong day at the 
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feet of the inspired apostle! What a 
spiritual feast! Who could do ought but 


believe? Yet there were some who “be- 
lieved not.” 

If those unbelievers continued in their 
unbelief until death claimed them, what 
an increase in their remorse in a lost 
eternity will the remembrance of that 
day be! What an awful thing unbelief 
is when it can cause a person to dis- 
believe the message of a special apostle 
as he pours out his heart from morning 
until evening proving that Jesus is the 
Christ and that He died for our sins and 
rose for our jystification! 

How blessedly different to say: 

Jesus, I will trust Thee, 
Trust Thy written Word; 
Though Thy voice of pity 
I have never heard: 
When Thy Spirit teacheth, 
To my taste how sweet! 
Only may I hearken 


Sitting at Thy feet 
—Mrs. Mary J. Walker. 
Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is one thing about 

a journey that never fails: it comes 
to an end. Rome was journey’s end for 
Paul the great apostle, and although he 
was a prisoner in bonds and in continual 
peril of his life for the remaining three 
or four years, he never for one moment 
flagged in his determination to use every 
ounce of his strength in proclaiming the 
Gospel. Being a prisoner, he could not 
go out, but he could summon to his 
house those whom he wanted to reach, 
some to win, some to instruct. Hours 
and days he spent in writing letters to 
the churches he had established in Ephe- 
sus, Colosse, and Philippi, and others. 
It was in his Letter to the Ephesians 
that he called himself “an ambassador 
in bonds” (6:20) 

Some of his faithful friends there in 
Rome were Timothy, Tychicus, Aris- 
tarchus, John Mark, and Luke. These 
with Paul’s instructions would go out 
to the different churches with encour- 
agement, warnings, admonitions, and 
instructions; and they would return with 
news of their problems or progress while 
Paul continued to wait and to teach and 
to pray. Some very trustworthy Bible 
scholars believe he was released long 
enough to make extended visits to some 
of the churches he had established; but 
be that as it may, wherever he went 
or stayed he was in constant personal 
danger, and finally suffered a martyr’s 
death in Rome (probably beheaded), ac- 
cording to the historians Eusebius and 
Jerome. 

Now here, fellows, is the amazing 
truth: while journey’s end was at Rome 
for Paul, at the age of 67 or 68, and 
while only 33 or 34 years of his life 
were spent in service to Jesus Christ; 
yet today Paul is more than nineteen 
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hundred years old! And in a very real 
sense, far more alive than he was in 
the days of his journeyings around the 
coasts of the Mediterranean Sea. He 
is a living force in more than a million 
pulpits throughout the Christian world, 
and upon the tongues of a multitude of 
personal workers and evangelists his tes- 
timony to the saving and keeping power 
of Jesus Christ is being used by the 
Holy Spirit to convict and convert un- 
believers in every nation on the globe. 
Think how impossible it would be to 
measure the volume of this testimony 
through the centuries that have passed 


since Nero martyred Christians in Rome.’ 


What a life! When you think of those 
brief thirty-four years alongside of the 
cumulative spiritual power that rolled 
up through the centuries following, it 
is like contrasting the atom, in size, to 
the world—the planet upon which we 
live; just a microscopic speck on the 
map. Yet that day on the Damascus 
plain, the “atom” was split when he fell 
on his face before the Lord Jesus and 
said, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” and the power of Almighty God 
was released to be channeled to the big 
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world through a surrendered and sep- 
arated life! “God forbid that I should 
glory [to the Galatians], save in the 


cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom’ 


the world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world” (6:14). And again to 
the Galatians (2:20): “I am crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.” 

And Paul’s influence lives on. He 
has something like that ascribed to our 
Lord in Hebrews 7:16: “. . . the power 
of an endless life.” He will go on prais- 
ing through eternity. Just shortly be- 
fore his physical death he wrote Tim- 
othy, “Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day ...” (2 Tim. 4:8). And 
if you shall have the priceless privilege 
of being there with Paul, doubtless you 
will see him placing that crown at the 
feet of the Lord, even as he did cast 
himself and his “letters of authority 
from the chief priests” at His feet be- 
fore the gates of Damascus. 

Fellows, how long are you going to 
live? It is possible for a fellow to be 
born, live seventy or eighty years for 
himself and die to be soon forgotten. 
Not one vestige of a good thing to be 
remembered by. Like a snowflake land- 
ing on a warm windowpane and evap- 
orating, not leaving even a slight mark 
to show it was there. God did not in- 
tend it to be so. He has a plan for 
every life, a plan of glorious service! 
and will give you the blueprint and the 
power to work it out. Go to your room, 
shut the door, and get down on your 
knees—now—and say, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” But remember, 
there must be a complete surrender. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
PAUL THE PRISONER 

ODAY is our fifth and last lesson of 
this series on the life of Paul. In 
order to remember this brief summary 
of his life, we can stick to words start- 
ing with C. We had Paul’s conversion, 
then Paul’s commission, and Paul’s con- 
flicts. Last Sunday’s lesson could be 
called Paul’s conquests, Today’s lesson 
I would like to name Paul’s confidence. 
Our Golden Text tells us one thing 
of which Paul was confident. Who can 
quote Romans 8:28? The great apostle 
wrote these words after his stoning at 
Lystra and his cruel beating at Philippi, 
not to speak of other experiences far 
worse than anything we have ever suf- 
fered. Yet sometimes we are tempted 
to doubt Romans 8:28. The next time 
we are, we better stop and reread Paul’s 
life! Paul suffered more than anyone I 
ever heard of (excepting, of course, the 
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one who died for us), yet he was the 
one who by inspiration wrote Romans 
8:28. Although he suffered many more 
things after writing it, he never changed 


his mind as to its truth. Paul never 
doubted that “all things work together 
for good to them that love God.” 
Another thing of which he was con- 
fident was the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus. Paul spoke of the resurrection 
of Christ in nearly every sermon, and 
testified of the living Christ in every 
address he gave in his own defense. 
Our lesson today is on Paul the pris- 
oner. The last part of Acts tells of five 
opportunities he had to speak in his own 
defense. Each time his concern was to 
testify of the living Christ rather than 
to regain his own freedom. When Paul 
was first arrested, he told the angry Jew- 
ish mob of his conversion and of the 
words the risen Lord said to him, “I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest.” He spoke 
before the Jewish council and they were 
divided in their opinion of him after 
he spoke of the Resurrection. Paul spoke 
before the Roman governors Felix and 
Festus. The one idea Festus got from 
his defense was that Paul believed Jesus 
to be alive, and he didn’t think that a 
sufficient crime for which to condemn 
him. Paul spoke before Herod Agrippa, 
a descendant of the cruel Herod who 
killed all the babes of Bethlehem. 
Agrippa knew of the resurrection of 
Christ and after listening to Paul he said, 


“Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian.” 
Read Acts 26:29. You can see that 


in spite of all Paul suffered, he was 
convinced that the Christian life was 
the only life worth living. Paul’s being 
made a prisoner had given him oppor- 
tunity to witness at least five times to 
people he would not have met other- 
wise. He witnessed as a prisoner, twice 
in Jerusalem, then several times in Caes- 
area. Now he was to go on to Rome. 

Paul made the journey to Rome in 
three different ships. In the second ship 
Paul exercised the gift of prophecy. He 
told Julius, the Roman centurion in 
charge of him, that they ought to winter 
in The Fair Havens. He said that if they 
persisted in going on at that stormy sea- 
son there would be much damage to the 
cargo, to the ship, and to the passen- 
gers and crew. But the captain of the 
ship did not believe this, so Julius be- 
lieved him and sailed on, supposing that 
he knew more about it than Paul the 
prisoner. But this was wrong, for Paul 
was in touch with the living God, and 
the ship’s captain was not, 

A terrific storm hit that ship, and 
finally the crew had to throw all the 
freight overboard. But that was not the 
worst. Paul had said that there would 
also be much damage to the ship and to 
the men, as well as to the cargo. Read 
Acts 27:20 and see the situation. How 
hopeless everything seemed! Paul fasted 
and prayed, not knowing how it would 
end. He knew that he himself would 
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get safely to Rome because the Lord had 
said so, but he was concerned about the 
other two hundred and seventy-five peo- 
ple on board. Paul did not eat till the 
Lord promised him that all lives would 
be saved. Read verses 22 to 26.. With 
what confidence Paul must have said, “I 
believe God, that it shall be even as it 
was told me”! Read verses 33 to 37. 
Notice verse 36 especially. The storm 
was just as bad as ever, yet the men 
who had been despairing for days and 
who had fasted for two weeks were now 
of good cheer, just because Paul the pris- 
oner was so confident that they would 
all be saved. And so they were. Al- 
though the ship was lost, every man 
escaped safe to an island. 

On that island a viper fastened itself 
on Paul’s hand. This seemed anything 
but good. However, God did not allow 
it to harm him, instead it called atten- 
tion to him, opening the door for his 
testimony on that island 

The following spring, Paul embarked 
in the third ship, and this one reached 
Italy. Now read Acts 28:14-24. Then 
drop down to verses 30 and 31. How 
long was Paul living in Rome under 
guard? (Two years.) What was he do- 
ing? (Teaching all who came to see him 
about the Lord Jesus.) His confidence 
in the Lord never faltered. At this 
time Paul also wrote several of his 
Epistles, one of which was Philippians. 
Read Philippians 1:12-14. This sounds 
familiar. Three years before, Paul had 
written, “All things work together for 
good to them that love God.” Here he 
says that everything which had happened 
to him had furthered the cause of the 
Gospel. He did not refer primarily to 
what he had done for Christ, but par- 
ticularly to the things he had suffered 
for Christ. All in Caesar's palace had 
heard the Gospel, and remember that 
this was the center from which the whole 
known world was governed at that time 
Others, because of Paul's example, 
preached the Gospel fearlessly. 

Paul through his missionary labors, his 
sufferings as prisoner of Jesus Christ, 
and his contribution to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, influenced the whole Roman Em- 
pire to such an extent that heathenism 
gradually vanished before the glorious 
light of the Gospel. How could one man 
accomplish so much? Because he was 
yielded to God that the Lord could use 
him to the fullest extent, and he lived 
so close to the Lord, that in spite of all 
his troubles, he had absolute confidence 
in God and His Word. 

FERNDALE, WASH 
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Humble, candid, teachable minds re- 
ceive the Word, and are made wise unto 
salvation. As a law or plan the Word 
of God converts, and then as a testimony 
it instructs.. And if we have felt the 
power of the truth, we must go on to 
prove its certainty by experience.—C. H. 
Spurgeon. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Paul in Prison (Acts 28:14b-17, 23, 24, 30, 31) 
EPEAT Matthew 28:18-20. If Paul 
repeated those verses to himself, 

as he traveled from place to place, 

preaching the Gospel, wouldn't he have 
been surprised if the Lord said: “Yes, 

I have all power. Go, prisoner chained 

to a soldier, go make Christians of all 

nations. Teach them to do everything 

I have told you. I am with you always, 

even to the end.” 

But, first, let’s start at the beginning. 
Who will show on the map where Paul 
was born, where he went to school, 
where he was saved? Who would like 
to show where he went on his first mis- 
sionary trip? on his second missionary 
trip? on his third? At the end of that 
trip he was telling his friends they would 
not see him again: something bad would 
happen when he got back to Jerusalem. 
It did! 

Paul was worshiping in the Temple 
one day. Ted will tell what the Jews did 
(Acts 21:27-32) Reg will tell about 
Paul’s being rescued, but made a pris- 
oner (vs. 31-34). Before the army cap- 
tain got him to the castle fort, Paul 
asked permission to speak to the Jews 
Then he told them about where he was 
born, where he went to school, and how 
his life was changed at Damascus. He 
told them it was God’s orders that sent 
him to tell even foreigners about the 
Lord Jesus So there at Jerusalem in 
chains he preached. But Jerusalem was 
not a safe place. George will tell how 
a boy saved him from a plot (23: 12-24) 
So Paul was sent to the governor sixty- 
five miles away. There were trials for 
Paul, but each time the governor-judge, 
knowing that Paul ought to go free, kept 
him prisoner to please the Jews. In his 
chains Paul preached to a king and to 
high officers in the army and the gov- 
ernment who were curious to hear him 

At last, not getting justice where he 
was, and fearing the plots of the Jews, 
Paul asked to have the emperor at Rome 
hear his case. What a perilous trip it 
was! Robert (27:13-44) and Philip (28: 
1-6) will tell about it. But at last every- 
body got safe to Italy in another ship. 
Then they walked, miles and miles, day 
after day. The last sixty-five miles the 
famous Appian Way ran _ perfectly 
straight. Here (the National Geographic 
Magazine, April, 1924, page 360) is a pic- 
ture where the road turns the last curve 
to start the straight line. Paul would 
be walking toward us. The archway was 
not there then, but Paul would see the 
great mass of rock towering high above 
him. On page 359 you can see the road, 
lined with trees, going to the right 
through the flat marshes, leading straight 
to Rome. Forty miles from the city 
Christians had come to meet him; thirty 
miles, another group was waiting for 
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him. How it cheered his discouraged 
heart and tired feet, that these Chris- 
tians, folks who had never known him, 
should come so far to greet him, loving 
him though a prisoner in chains! 

The officer, who had watched Paul 
all these days of the trip, knew what a 
fine man he was, so Paul was not put 
in an ordinary jail, but allowed to live 
by himself. But always that soldier! 
Probably, always chains, too! But at 
Rome the prisoner preached, and many 
came to hear: Jews, slaves, soldiers, 
Christians. (There is a drawing on the 
old barracks walls in Rome, making fun 
of a Christian soldier.) Letters of teach- 
ing were written to churches far away. 
Emperor Nero and high officials must 
have heard about Christ at Paul’s trial. 

“We know that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God” 
(Rom. 8:28), he had written in a Letter 
long before. Some boys and girls call 
school a prison! Can you even there be 
a witness for the Lord by the way you 
behave, by the steady work you do, by 
the words you speak of Him? 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


YNTHIA is a big girl now. She is 

six whole years old! She loves to 
romp and play, just as you do. Recently, 
however, Cynthia could not play as she 
usually did, for she could not catch her 
breath. Finally the doctors said she 
had to have a very, very serious opera- 
tion. She would have to go to the big 
Temple Hospital in far-away Philadel- 
phia and remain there for a while. She 
had to go through some very terrible 
things while she was there—terrible even 
for someone as big as six—or even 
twenty-six! 

No matter how awful the experiences 
were, it made no difference to Cynthia. 
She knew that she had the Lord Jesus 
in her heart, and she knew, too, that 
He had promised to take care of her 
and be with her always (Heb. 13:5b). 
She was brave, too, even when her 
mother had to leave her (2 Cor. 12:9). 
Before the operation and later, when she 
was well enough, she often sang songs 
about the Lord Jesus—she sang to the 
nurses, she sang to the doctors (she had 
five of them!), she sang to the other 
children. She sang “Jesus Loves Me” 
most often because one doctor especially 
liked to hear her sing that one. But she 
knew many others, for she never misses 
Sunday school or Good News Club. 

One day, when Cynthia was well 
enough, she went visiting in the hos- 
pital. She took with her a little bundle 
of tracts—tracts that told how the Lord 
Jesus, God’s Son, had come from Heaven 
to live, to die, and to rise from the dead, 
so that He could forgive the sins of the 
world. One lady looked at the tract, 
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then threw it in the wastebasket, ex- 
claiming, “I don’t read those things!” 

Cynthia rescued her precious tract im- 
mediately. “Don’t you throw that away! 
We love these things at our house,” she 
explained. 

It didn’t make any difference to Cyn- 
thia that she was a sick, sick girl. No 
indeed. She loves the Lord Jesus with 
all her heart, and wherever she goes 
she wants to tell others about Him. She’s 
not the kind of girl who simply feels 
sorry for herself when things go wrong 
—even wrong enough to have ‘to spend 
many days in a hospital. She knows, 
too, that all things work together for 
good. 

Paul was not the kind of man who 
felt sorry for himself, either. 

While Paul was making his missionary 
journeys, he had one great desire: to 
go to Rome and tell the Romans about 
God’s Son who had come from Heaven 
(Acts 19:21). Imagine Paul's delight 
when, one night in Jerusalem, God 
promised Paul] that he would be able to 
go to Rome (23:11). Usually Paul had 
to work (making tents, you remember) 
to earn money so that he could take his 
trips. But this trip was to be paid for 
by someone else. He was, you see, a 
prisoner. Some people who hated Chris- 
tians (remember how Paul hated Chris- 
tians before he met the Lord Jesus?), 
hated Paul especially. They wanted to 
kill him (23:12-15). When he was 
brought before a great crowd of leaders 
of the land for a trial, Paul did not feel 
sorry for himself. Oh, no! He simply 
took advantage of the opportunity and 
preached the glorious Gospel to them. 
He knew that the Lord Jesus had said 
that just such things would happen 
(Mark 13:9). He knew that everything 
—absolutely everything—was working 
together for good. 

It was decided that day that since 
Paul was a Roman citizen, he would 
have to be sent to Rome. You can guess 
how Paul’s heart pounded when he heard 
the rulers say that he would have to 
go to Rome. That was exactly what he 
wanted to do! And they would pay his 
way there, for he was their prisoner. 
Surely things were working together for 
good. 

They started on the long boat trip. 
Suddenly a terrible storm made the sea 
rage. Day after day the boat was tossed 
about like a toy sailboat in a washing 
machine. When the sailors and the cap- 
tain were frightened beyond words, Paul 
was strong and brave. He talked to 
God and God assured him that they 
would arrive safely (Acts 27: 22-25). This 
gave him another opportunity to preach 
to the men. Yes, all things were cer- 
tainly working together for good. 

Finally, Paul landed in Rome. He 
really wanted to preach to great crowds 
of people. Instead, he was a prisoner. 
But unlike other prisoners who were 
kept in dungeons, Paul was kept in a 
house with a guard. So he preached to 
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small groups of people. But really, he 
preached to thousands and thousands and 
thousands of people. For, you see, while 
he was there in prison, he wrote the 
letters to the Ephesians, Philippians, and 
Colossians. And these have been read 
for hundreds of years by countless thou- 
sands of people. Everything works to- 
gether for good to those who love God. 


LANCASTER, Pa, 
ve 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. ,$1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Even a Broken Leg.—We know that 
all things work together for good to 
them that love God (Rom. 8:28, Golden 
text). Bernard Gilpin was sentenced, 
under Queen Mary I, to die for his faith. 
During his imprisonment he repeated 
the text morning, noon, and night: “We 
know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God.” On his 
way to execution he fell and broke his 
leg. He was ordered back to prison, 
and, while he moaned in pain, the jailer 
twitted him with his text. “Ah,” the 
good man replied, “but it’s true all the 
same. It’s all working together for 
good!” And surely enough it was. For, 
while he lay there, Mary died, Eliza- 
beth ascended the throne, and Bernard 
Gilpin was set at liberty —From “A Fag- 
got of Torches,” by Dr. F. W. Boreham. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


A Cup of Water for Lincoln.—Took 
courage (Acts 28:15). An old Quaker 
lady met President Lincoln during the 
Civil War, and said: “Friend Abraham, 
thee must not think thee stands alone. 
Back where I live we are al] praying 
for thee. The Lord has appointed thee; 
the Lord will sustain thee: and the peo- 
ple love thee. Take comfort and cour- 
age, Friend Abraham.” The President's 
eyes filled with tears, as he replied, “You 
have given a cup of cold water to a very 
thirsty man. You have done me a great 
kindness."—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Why He Was Thankful—But we de- 
sire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: 
for as concerning this sect, we know 
that every where it is spoken against 
(Acts 28:22). A small group of Chris- 
tians were led to break away from a 
worldly church. They formed another, 
and were greatly blessed of God, but 
much spoken against by the other 
church, whose minister on meeting a 
newly converted man said to him in a 
haughty manner, “I hear you have been 
converted since you left us to join the 
new sect.” “That’s right, sir,” was the 
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courteous reply, “but I don’t know what 
you mean by ‘sect.’ I was a member 
of your church for some years, and I 
never knew I had to be converted, but 
in this ‘sect,’ as you call it, I found 
Christ as my Saviour, and I’m truly 
a thankful man.”—As told by a friend. 
Sent by Mrs, J. Shields. Toronto, Can. 


His Far-Reaching Influence.—To whom 
he expounded and testified the king- 
dom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus (Acts 28:23). A good man went 
to be with the Lord and his native New 
England soil was opened to receive his 
body. His body was dead, but there 
was something he left behind that had 
a living, growing quality. It was his 
influence. He did not know the influ- 
ence his life and words had been. He 
was an ordinary man—like you and me. 
Who would have thought that influence 
could have cropped out in North Caro- 
lina? But it did, and in a way that was 
dramatic. The candidates for baptism 
in a small church in the sand hills were 
asked to give the factors that led to 
their conversion. Two in the group 
were only at life’s threshold, a black- 
haired boy, an auburn-haired girl. 
There was another, a gray-haired woman 
of sixty. Why had she, Cynthia Lamb, 
come at last to confess the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour? “It is because I 
never could quite get away from the 
teaching of my old Sunday school 
teacher, Mr. Albert Richardson,” she 
said. Young ears pricked up. Why, 
that was their name. Albert Richardson 
was their great-grandfather: and the 
church-centered home life. which had 
been their heritage, was largely what 
had led them to seek baptism. As the 
three were lowered beneath the water 
in baptism it was twenty-five years since 
Albert Richardson's body had been low- 
ered into the earth: and it was a thou- 
sand miles away from the little town 
in Maine that he had thought to be his 
sphere of influence. How do I know 
this? Because Albert Richardson was 
my great-grandfather, too. And if you 
read this, and hope springs up anew 
so that you grow not weary in your task 
of winning souls, then the circle of that 
influence will widen farther still—From 
Ruth R. Johnson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, 
Calif. Prize illustration. 


The Message on a Wrapping Paper.— 
Some believed ... some believed not 
(Acts 28:24). It was getting near the 
days of festival, and it was time for him 
to buy some saffron powder to dye his 
robes for the great occasion, so the 
Hindu priest paid a visit to’a near-by 
shop, purchased the powder and took it 
home. When he undid the package, he 
found strange words on the wrapping 
paper—“Come unto me ... and I will 
give you rest”! Again and again the 
words rang through his mind. Was not 
that what he had been looking for for 
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years? Rest! Had he not tortured him- 
self and made endless journeys for that? 
Who could give such an invitation? One 
day he passed on the scrap of paper to 
another man; to a man who became de- 
termined that he would find out where 
the words came from and who said them, 
He carried the piece of paper around 
with him and seized every opportunity 
of asking folk if they knew anything 
about such precious words, but with no 
success. One day Krishna came across 
a group of Christians preaching in the 
open air and he stopped to listen. He 
heard for the first time of One who could 
save from sin and, joy of all joys, he 
heard the precious words repeated, 
“Come unto me... andI will give you 
rest.” Krishna is now a devoted serv- 
ant of the Lord, witnessing to everyone, 
including the priest who first had the 
piece of wrapping paper.—From Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission News Bulletin. Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


How Their Prayer Meeting Grew.— 
Received all that came in unto him,... 
teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 28:30, 31). When 
Romano and his family first moved from 
Bolivia to La Bajada, Argentina, he was 
lonely. As far as he knew, he was the 
only Christian among the thousands of 
Guarani Indians who had come to work 
in the Argentine tomato fields. Then one 
day he met another whom he found was 
a believer also. Both were delighted 
with their discovery, and began to meet 
regularly to pray together. Ont day 
some of their buddies stumbled into the 
prayer meeting and asked what was go- 
ing on. “We are talking to God,” the 
Christians explained. Their friends 
couldn’t believe that, so asked if they 
might listen in. Permission was gladly 
given, and the “observers” came a few 
times to see how it worked. They were 
finally convinced, and as they spread the 
news among others, the number of curi- 
ous observers at the meetings grew. 
Eventually one of the visitors asked if 
he, too, might talk to God. Romano ex- 
plained that he could, but that first he 
must receive Christ as Saviour so that 
the great sin barrier between him and 
the Lord might be removed; then it 
“would be easy for him to talk to God.” 
The man accepted Christ and joined the 
prayer circle; then another; then sev- 
eral more. The little group decided they 
needed a regular meeting place, and in 
1950 constructed a shelter of poles cov- 
ered with a thatched roof. They heard 
of missionaries Jerry and Janet Gerow 
at San Pedro, and asked them to come 
and baptize ten converts. The Gerows 
went, and helped them organize into 
a church; later, encouraged them to bap- 
tize more converts themselves. To con- 
dense the story, three churches grew out 
of the prayer meeting of the two men, 
for the company moved many families 
away to other localities; but they rallied 
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and came back to their former strength 
each time.—Condensed from the Con- 
servative Baptist. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, David City, Nebr. 


The Message of the Cross Conquered. 
—Teaching those things which concern 
the Lord Jesus (Acts 28:31). It is said 
that when the Moravians began their 
mission in Greenland, they found the 
natives so ignorant that they decided 
to begin by educating them. The results 
were so utterly disappointing that they 
decided to leave. While waiting for a 
vessel, one of the missionaries began 
translating a portion of the Gospels, and 
thought he would test his translation by 
reading it. After he had read of the 
sufferings and death of Jesus, there was 
a period of silence. Then the chief rose 
and asked the missionary to read it 
again. When he had finished, the chief 
said: “What you read—is it true? You 
say, ‘It is true’? Then why did you not 
tell us that at first? You must not leave 
us now. We will listen to the words of 
the Man who suffered fer us.” So the 
Cross conquered where education failed. 
The missionaries remained to see much 
fruit from their labors.—From the Evan- 
gelical Christian. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 363) 
1. Ephesus (Acts 19:21), 
2. Three (27:1, 6; 28:11). 


3. Appii Forum and Three Taverns 
(28:15). 


4. Instead of being thrown into prison, 
he was allowed to live in a rented house, 
under guard (v. 16). 


5. His Roman citizenship, his personal 
appeal to Caesar, the written report of 
Festus, and the report of the centurion 
concerning the voyage. 


6. To meet the Jewish leaders and as- 
sure them of his benevolent attitude (vs. 
17-20). 


7. The Kingdom of God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ (vs, 23, 31). 


8. They were divided (vs. 24, 25). 
9. Three times (13:46, 47; 18:6; 28:28). 


10. (1) The home of Justus (18:7): 
(2) the school of Tyrannus (19:9); (3) 
his own rented house (28:30, 31). 


ELMHuRST, ILL, 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business. circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Children at Home 


Grandpa's Scissors Knife 
By F. M. H. Entrikin 


ONNIE was wandering around the 
‘ farm trying to find something to 
do. Maybe he was just a little home- 
sick for some of his own toys. 
There did not seem to be anything in- 
teresting to do right now. There was 
no one to play with. Even Brownie, 
the dog, had disappeared somewhere. 
Donnie wondered if he could cut a twig 
of the tree and make a whistle as 
Grandpa had done. And then he thought 
of the knife. That was just what he 
wanted to do, whittle with Grandpa’s 
knife. 

Grandpa's knife was one of the most 
fascinating knives Donnie had ever seen, 
It not only had two sharp blades, it had 
a third part, which one thought was a 
blade, but it opened out into a tiny pair 
of scissors. Grandpa called it his “scis- 
sors knife,” and he had had it ever since 
he was a boy. He kept it in a chest 
drawer instead of carrying it, so he 
would not lose it. 

Donnie went quietly into the house 
and found Grandpa dozing. 

“Better not bother him,” he thought. 
“He won't care if I use his knife.” 

Grandma was busy in the kitchen. No 
use to bother her, he decided. He tip- 
toed through the room and on into the 
bedroom, opened the chest drawer, and 
took out the knife. Then he hurried 
outside with his treasure. First he tried 
to make a whistle, but he was not suc- 
cessful. Then he opened the scissors 
and trimmed his fingernails as he had 
seen Grandpa do. 

Just then he heard Brownie yipping 
in the south pasture. 

“Oh,” exclaimed Donnie. “He’s after 
a rabbit.” He ran toward the fence and 
through the gate into the pasture. “Get 
him, Brownie!” he called. 

Brownie barked and ran faster. The 
rabbit swerved and ran toward Donnie 
It dashed under the fence and in a mo- 
ment Brownie had leaped the fence after 
it. The rabbit disappeared. Brownie, 
puzzled, ran around in circles for a 
moment, then gave up the chase and 
went to Donnie. For a while Donnie 
threw sticks for Brownie to chase. It 
was fun to throw sticks for Brownie 
when Grandpa was not near, for when 
Grandpa was with them, Brownie always 
took the sticks to him, no matter who 
threw them. After a while he grew tired 
of throwing sticks and wandered down 
into the woods to see if there were any 
wild flowers. It was a long time before 
he thought of the knife again. 

Donnie searched every pocket. There 
was no knife, neither was there any hole 
in his pocket. He ran all the way back 
to the tree where he had been sitting. 

“Come on, Brownie, and-help me,” he 
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called. Brownie followed him, and Don- 
nie pretended to throw something into 
the air, then he shouted: “Find it! Find 
it, Brownie! Go get it!” 

Brownie sniffed around on the ground 
while Donnie searched, too. Brownie 
lifted his head and started on a run for 
the barn. Donnie looked up and saw 
his grandfather near the barn. 

“Come on, Brownie. Come on and 
help me find the—” Oh, he had almost 
said “kni’e.” I° he had. his grandfather 
would have known he had lost the knife. 

He whistled and called to Brownie, 
but the dog went on. His grandfather 
walked into the barn and Brownie fol- 
lowed him, 

“Oh, dear.” thought Donnie, almost in 
tears. “I never will find it now.” 

He sat down on the ground just where 
he had sat when he trimmed his finger- 
nails. He ran his hand through the 
grass, searching under every little thing, 
Finally he gave up and was just sitting 
there when his grandmother called him 
to eat. His grandmother always cooked 
a lot of good things, but tonight nothing 
tasted good. He went to bed early that 
night without Grandma even telling him 
it was time—and he didn't say his 
prayers. Once he got into bed he lay 
there without sleeping, going over and 
over in his mind where he could have 
put the knife and what would Grandpa 
think when he found that the knife was 
gone. 

Donnie began to feel worse and worse. 
Grandma came in to see if he had gone 
to sleep yet, and if everything was all 
right. 

“Has Grandpa gone to bed vet?” he 
asked her. “If he hasn't, would you tell 
him I want him?” 

Grandma said she would, and soon 
Donnie heard Grandpa's step at the door. 
He came in and sat down on the bed. 


“You wanted to see me?” he asked. 
Donnie nodded his head. He sat up, 
but for a minute he could not talk be- 


cause his throat felt so tight. 

“Grandpa,” he finally said, “I—I lost 
your knife—the scissors knife. I—I didn’t 
think vou would care if I used it; then 
I lost it.” 

He burst into tears. 

“There now,” said Grandpa. “I’m glad 
you told me. Id rather have a little 
boy that told me the truth about what 
he did than a hundred knives.” 

“Would you, Grandpa, really?” 

Grandpa nodded his head. 
felt a little better. 

“But I already knew that you had lost 
it,” Grandpa said. 

“You did?” said Donnie. 
you know?” 

“Brownie brought it to me while I 
was down at the barn before supper,” 
said Grandpa. 

“Oh,” smiled Donnie, feeling better 
all the time. “Grandpa, it is better to 
tell the truth, isn’t it? I'll always tell 
the truth.” 

“Is that a deal?” asked Grandpa. 


Donnie 


“How did 
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“That’s a deal,” said Donnie, trying 
to make his voice sound like his father’s 
when he was talking business. 

Then Grandpa suggested that they talk 
to God about what had happened: and 
Donnie felt so much better after he had 
asked his Heavenly Father to forgive 


him. 

When they arose from their knees, 
Grandpa said: “Now I will make a deal 
with you. The summer that you are 


nine, you may have the knife to keep. 
Shall we shake on it?” 

“Yes,.”” smiled Donnie. 

They shook hands, and Donnie clasped 
his grandfather's big hand tightly just 
as he knew a grown-up man would do. 
After Grandpa had left the room, Donnie 
fell asleep at once, dreaming happily of 


the knife with the tiny scissors that 
would be his. 
Co_umBIA, Mo. 
we 


The American Revised Version 
(Continued from second page) 


can scholars. An American Committee 
was organized under the presidency of 
Dr. Philip Schaff, the distinguished 
church historian. But the Committee 
failed to secure the official support of 
the Episcopal Church in America. Con- 


sequently, the English Revision is not 
called a “standard” revision; and the 
American Revised Version is even less 


entitled to the name, although it is often 
called the American Standard Version. 
When the Revised New Testament ap- 
peared in 1881, the British Committee 
consisted of 36 Episcopalians, and 16 
Non-Conformists. It was divided into 
two Companies, one for the O.T., the 
other for the N.T. The American Com- 
mittee was smaller, having 34 members, 
of whom the Episcopalians were a small 
minority. It likewise was divided into 
two Companies, 

Both of the Committees included in their 
membership outstanding scholars. Among 
the British “were Archbishop Trench, 
Bishop Ellicott, Deans Alford and Stan- 
ley, Canon Payne Smith, Professors 
Fairbairn, Leathes, Plumptre: and for 
the New Testament, Joseph Angus, Da- 
vid Brown, Lightfoot, Milligan, and 
Moulton. Canon Westcott and Mr. Hort, 
whose Revised Text of the New Testa- 
ment was published in 1881, were also 
members of the N.T. Company. The 
American Committee also included able 
and distinguished scholars. The chair- 
man of the O.T. Company was Dr. Wm. 
Henry Green of Princeton. Among its 
members were Professors Day (Yale), 
Aiken (Princeton), De Witt (New 
Brunswick). Hare (Divinity School, 
Philadelphia) , Krauth (Philadelphia) ,Os- 
good (Rochester), Van Dyck (Beirut). 
The chairman of the N.T. Company was 
Dr. Woolsey (Yale), and among its mem- 
bers were Thayer (Andover), Abbot 
(Harvard), Crosby (New York), Dwight 
(Yale), Bishop Lee of Delaware, Riddle 
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(Hartford), H. B. Smith (New York). 
Unlike the British Committee, in the 
American Committee the Episcopalians 
were in a decided minority. 

With regard to the viewpoint of the 
Revision, and more particularly of the 
A.R.V., two important matters are to be 
noted. During the seventies of the last 
century when the Committees did most 
of their work, the radical Graf-Well- 
hausen school of criticism was only be- 
ginning to make .its influence felt in 
Great Britain and America. It is true 
that T. K. Cheyne, A. B. Davidson, S. R. 
Driver, and Robertson Smith, all of 
whom became conspicuous champions of 
the Higher Criticism, served on the Brit- 
ish Committee. But the majorities of 
both Committees may properly be de- 
scribed as conservative. 

The second important point is this. 
The rules which governed the revision 
were decidedly conservative. The “fun- 
damental resolutions,” as they were 
called, are the following: 

1. That it is desirable that a revision 
of the Authorised Version of the Holy 
Scriptures be undertaken. 

2. That the revision be so conducted 
as to comprise both marginal render- 
ings and such emendations as it may 
be found necessary to insert in the 
text of the Authorised Version. 

3. That in the above resolutions we 
do not contemplate any new transla- 
tion of the Bible, nor any alteration 
of the language, except where, in the 
judgment of the most competent 
scholars, such change is necessary. 

4. That in such necessary changes, 
the style of the language employed 
in the existing version be closely fol- 
lowed. 

5. That it is desirable that Convo- 
cation should nominate a body of its 
own members to undertake the work 
of revision, who shall be at liberty to 
invite the co-operation of any eminent 
for scholarship, to whatever nation or 
religious body they may belong. 

These rules contained several impor- 
tant principles, some of which were more 
precisely defined by vote of the British 
Committee itself. They recognized that 
what was intended was a revision, not 
a new translation. It was not to be a 
“modern speech” revision: the style of 
the language of the A.V. was to be 
“closely followed.” The use of italics to 
indicate words supplied to clarify the 
meaning was to be continued. The use 
of the word “necessary” in three of the 
five rules stressed the fact that the re- 
vision was to be along definitely con- 
servative lines. This principle was more 
precisely stated as follows: “To intro- 
duce as few alterations as possible in 
the text of the Authorised Version, con- 
sistently with faithfulness.” Each Com- 
pany was to go over the portion to be 
revised twice; and at the final vote a 
two thirds majority of those present 
was required for the adoption of a 
change ‘in the A.V. text. And when the 
text as adopted differed from the A.V., 
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the alteration was to be indicated in 
the margin. 

The changes favored by the British 
Committee were transmitted to the 
American Committee for consideration 
and appropriate action. It was agreed 
that where the final opinions of the 
American Committee differed from those 
of the British, these differences should 
be listed in an Appendix to the English 
Revision; and the American Committee 
pledged its support to the English Re- 
vision for ten years after the completion 
of the English Revision. Consequently, 
the A.R.V. did not appear unti] 1901. At 
that time only three members of the 
American Committee were still living. 
But they declared that they had made 
no changes which had not been approved 
by the Committee when it was at work 
on the revision. 

One of the conspicuous differ- 
ences between the English and the Amer- 
ican revisions was the preference of the 
American Committee for the use of the 
word “Jehovah” instead of “Lorp.” A 
more important difference was that the 
Americans reduced to about one sixth 
the number of alternative renderings in 
the O.T. which were based,on the read- 
ings of the ancient versions. They 
maintained that “there is no means of 
verifying with certainty the text of these 
translations: and one can never get be- 
yond plausible conjecture in attempting 
to correct the Hebrew text by means of 
them.” In this respect A.R.V. differs 
radically from the new R.S.V. For the 
latter does not hesitate to correct the 
text of the O.T. on the basis of the 
versions and even makes numerous 
changes on the basis of conjecture. 

Epiror’s WNore.—Dr. Allis has _ just 
issued a scholarly, 60-page booklet en- 
titled, “Revised Version or Revised 
Bible? A Critique of the Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the Old Testament 
(1952)." (Presbyterian & Reformed Pub- 
lishing Co., 525 Locust St., Philadelphia 
6; 60 cents.) 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. - 


Sunday, May 10 


Let’s Do Things Together! 
(Col. 3:12-17; 1 Tim. 6:6) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
OMEONE has all too aptly com- 


mented that, to many young people 
in our land, home is merely a sort of 
combined hotel and restaurant—a place 
to hang one’s hat, and to sleep, and from 
which the desire is to escape just as 
soon as possible. This may seem like a 
gross exaggeration, but some of us, if we 
will analyze our own actions honestly, 
will be shocked to see how closely this 
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description may come to our own atti- 
tude toward our home, and how far we 
are from God's ideal for the home. 

for the members of the 
that they might live 
68:6): that the home 
God-fearing father 
whose loving care 
the union are en- 
trusted until they shall come into an 
age of discretion. The husband is the 
head of the household, not a dictator 
or tyrant, but one who will love his 
wife, “even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it,” and 
who will love and bring up the children 
of the household in the “nurture and 
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 5:23: 6:4). 

The wife is to love her husband and 
to “submit” to him as the head of the 
household, not taking the place of a 
servant or slave, but recognizing the 
husband’s authority and leadership (Eph, 
5:22, 23). 

Children are to give to their parents 
obedience and are to honor and respect 
them (Eph. 6:1, 2), for, until] children 
come into a place of responsibility, par- 
ents, to them, stand in the place of God. 
Failure in the home life comes when one 
or more members of the family refuse 
to recognize and follow God's plan and 
insist upon going their own way. 

Obviously, in view of the above, the 
place for a family to begin to “do things 
together” is around the family altar with 
Mother and Father taking the lead, once 
a day gathering the entire family for 
the reading of the Scriptures and for a 
time of prayer, and the younger mem- 
bers of the family joining in as they be- 
come able to do so. It is here that mis- 
understandings and differences can be 
cleared up before they become deep- 
seated unlove and bitterness. It is here 
that God's viewpoint may be found on 
difficult situations and problems as they 
are laid before the Lord and His direc- 
tion is sought. 


God's plan 
human race is 
in families (Psa. 
should consist of a 
and mother, into 
the children of 


Se 

Now it is quite possible that some of 
us may be in homes where a daily fam- 
ily prayer time is not observed. It is 
quite possible that either one or both of 
our parents may be unbelievers or may 
not as yet see their responsibility in 
maintaining a truly Christian home. If 
such is our situation, that nevertheless 
does not excuse us. We can pray that 
those in our home who have not yet 
accepted Christ as their Saviour may do 
so, and that they may be led to see their 
responsibility for having a Christian 
home, 

We can witness to others in our home 
about Christ. This may not be easy, for 
one’s home is often the most difficult 
place in which to witness, but we can 
ask God to give us the winsomeness and 
tact and love and patience that we need 
in winning others in our family to Him. 
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WANTED: Trumpet Player—Born-again Chris- 


* tian fellow under 35. Willing to travel 
some week ends. Call SWarthmore 6-5095. Write 
Main Line Brass Quartet, Box 666, Coatesville, Pa. 





Civic Chaplains Missions, Inc. 


organized and incorporated for the purpose of door-to- 
door evangelization, promoting Bible reading, evange 
listic endeavors, hospital visitation, industrial 
evangelization, and promoting family altars. Our 
motto, “A Bible in every home and every member a 
Bible reader.” 

General Director 


STRANGE 
TEXTS 
BUT 
GRAND 
TRUTHS 


Seventeen Messages by 








Clarence E. 
Macartney 


In his inimitable way Dr. Macartney 
paints vivid word pictures of the char- 
which make up the 
ge texts’ —word 
that we become 
to the events. With 
Jonah we are down at the port of Joppa 
furtively and anxiously looking about 
for a ship sailing as far as possible from 
Nineveh— where God has told Jonah 
We share David's 


concern for his wayward son Absalom 


acters and scenes 
contexts of the “strat 
pictures so realistic 


“eyewitnesses” 


his duty lies. 


and his grief over Absalom’s death 
We feel the warmth of the fire which 
Paul and his shipmates have built on 
the Melita beach after their shipwreck; 
and we marvel that Paul is able to 
shake a viper from his hand without 
suffering harm 


Some of the Sermon Titles 
and Texts 
A WHALE’S BELLY FOR A 
PULPIT—“In the whale’s belly...” 
THE DOOM OF EVIL—“The 


mule that was under him went 
away.” 


TEMPTATION CONQUERED 


“There came a viper.” 


$2.50 


Other books by Dr. Macartney 


Mountains and Mountain 


Men of the Bible - $2.00 
The Greatest Men of the 

Bible - - - - 2.00 
Great Women of the Bible - 2.00 


The Greatest Words in the 
Bible and in Human Speech 2.00 


At Your Bookstore 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
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TRAVEL AS A 
READER-SERVICE 


Readers of The Sunday School 
Times are generally rather constant 
or frequent travelers, always looking 
for alluring trips to far-away places, 
and pleased when they find something 
extraordinarily ood. 


Others, unable to leave home too 
often. take satisfaction in reading and 
knowing about friends. traveling 
everywhere, and they have personal 
enjoyment in being well informed 
about beautiful parks. churches, great 
public buildings, schools, universities, 
cities, and scenic attractions on this 
continent and throughout the world. 
Often a rocking chair harbors the 
spirit of an explorer! Though the 
desire to travel is strong, sometimes 
people hesitate to venture to strange, 
distant places, unless they can go 
with folks they know, or with groups 
in which they will be comfortable. 


Recognizing the great interest al- 
most everybody has in travel. and to 
provide opportunity for readers of 
our magazine to have a trustworthy 
vacation tour, under Christian aus- 
pices, we have made arrangements 
again for the most popular of all sum- 
mer vacations—the wonderful cruise 
to Alaska in our own Ship—The S. S. 
Chilcotin. Our cruise is just like 
traveling aboard our deluxe yacht. 
The numerous detail ad vance arrange- 
ments will be carried through by the 
Northern Pacific Railway, most ex- 
perienced and dependable operator of 
Christian Fellowship Tours. Loyal 
readers of The Sunday School Times 
will be welcome as members of our 
“traveling house party.”” Dates are 
July 27 through August 25. 


The trip will give many of our 
friends the privilege of closer personal 
acquaintance with missions in Alaska 
as well as with Protestant institutions 
in the cities of America to be visited 
—Helena, Seattle. Victoria, Vancou- 
ver, Portland, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles. One Sunday will be spent 
in Grand Canyon National Park, 
amid the noblest, most inspiring 
scenery imaginable! 


By rail our 14th Christian Fellow- 
ship cruise of 1953 will travel 5,718 
miles, by sightseeing motor about 600 
miles, by steamer 2,524 miles. Every 
day there are new sights and _ pleas- 
ures. A spirit of fellowship, which 
will be treasured in your memory, 
will always be with you. Why not 
solve your 1953 vacation problems 
by joining this select Christian party? 

An illustrated folder has been pub- 
lished and all readers are invited to 
send for it. Fre®, for a postal card. 
Please ask for “Alaska” folder and 
address 


The Sunday School Times Company 


325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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If Father and Mother already are be- 
lievers, we can suggest family worship 
and be prepared to do more than our 
share in getting it established and in 
maintaining it. 

By no means least, we can live day by 
day so that other members in our house- 
hold will see the beauty of Christ in our 
lives. and will be hungry for a similar 
peace and victory. 


4 


“ 

But doing things together in the home 
does not end with the daily prayer time. 
There are many tasks and responsibilities 
about the home in which we can share 
and which will make the home life more 
interesting and attractive and enjovable 
for everyone in it. There is no good 
reason why Mother should be expected 
to do all the cooking, or buying, or 
cleaning. There is no good reason why 
cleaning up the yard or the cellar, or 
doing family chores are _ exclusively 
Father's responsibility. In a _ certain 
Christian family the menfolk seemed to 
fee] that their responsibility was ended 
when they came home from their daily 
employment. Consequently the women- 
folk in the family had to do practically 
everything about the house, even to the 
picking up and putting away of articles 
of clothing that the men dropped just 
where they happened to discard them. 
Naturally the children growing up in 
that family followed the same pattern, 
and home life became a real burden for 
some of the members of the family and 
practically a life of ease for the others. 


et 


Surely the love and consideration set 
forth in Ephesians 5 and 6 and Colossians 
3 would make a difference in such a 
home. Think for a moment, would it 
make a difference in your home? Would 
such love and thoughtfulness make any 
difference in lightening the burden for 
others in your family who are now doing 
things that should be your responsibil- 
ity? The truly happy and Christian 
home is one in which every member of 
the family, right down to the little folks, 
have definite and clearly understood re- 
sponsibilities commensurate with their 
age and ability. There is no place for 
drones in the Christian home. 

There is still another area of home 
life in which we may well learn to do 
things together. All too often young 
people today get the idea that their 
recreation and fun must be found out- 
side the walls of their home, or with 
those outside their immediate family. 
Consequently, valuable lessons in unself- 
ishness and teamwork are missed, and 
associations may be formed that either 
contribute nothing to, or operate against, 
an earnest Christian life. Now, let us 


not misunderstand. This does not mean 
that we should never have any friends 
outside the members of our particular 
family. But it does mean that we should 
learn how to play and have fun with 
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our own family in our own home and 
to choose those kind of friends that can 
be brought into our family circle with- 
out apology. If you will do your part 
in contributing to and learning how to 
enjoy the family life in your home you 
will be amazed at the fun and good times 
vou can have with simple things and 
inexpensive equipment, fun that is more 
satisfying than that which can be had 
with so-called thrilling and glamorous 
things that young people often consider 
indispensable, and which often leave a 
bad taste. ae 

One final thought in doing things to- 
gether with yourown family, Because you 
are living in intimate association with 
others in the home, you have the oppor- 
tunity to see weaknesses and failures, 
sometimes, just as well as good qualities 
and strength of character. Learn to talk 
to the Lord about such weaknesses and 
failures rather than to others in the 
home or to the individual ‘in question, 
and ask Him to show you how to correct 
your own shortcomings. How sad it is 
that we sometimes treat others in the 
home as we would not dare treat an 
outsider. And because hearts and inti- 
macies are exposed in the home, darts 
from loved ones go deeper and hurt 
more acutely than they could possibly 
hurt an outsider. First Peter 4:8 reminds 
us that “love covers a multitude of sins.” 
Let us ask God to so fill us with His 
love that our love for others in the fam- 
ily. while not condoning or collaborat- 
ing in sinfulness and weaknesses, never- 
theless will not unnecessarily expose or 
magnify them, but will prompt us to 
turn them over to God for His correction 
and adjustment. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Children’s Day in Your School 


HILDREN'S DAY. coming as it does 

at one of the busiest times of the 
year for the busy superintendent, can 
present some real problems in prepara- 
tion and training of little folks. How- 
ever, a new service for the whole school, 
prepared by Mary Brainerd Smith, is 
available for this Children’s Day, and 
it requires no elaborate preparation or 
rehearsals. 

There are responsive Scripture read- 
ings for the whole school; special’ re- 
sponses and recitations for the various 
departments: and hymns appropriate to 
the occasion, set to familiar hymn tunes. 
It comes in convenient folder form, and 
this year’s service, entitled, “The Hills 
of God,” is priced low enough for every 
member of your school to have a copy. 

Children’s Day will be observed in 
most Sunday schools on June 6 or 13, so 
send promptly for as many copies of 
this service as your school will need. 
The cost is 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a 
hundred, and they may be obtained from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 














Lesson for May 10 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3. please include 10 cents addi- 
tional: and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 


Problems of Modern Youth. By Wil- 
liam S. Deal and Myrna A. Deal. (Deal 
Publications, 2385 Carlton Way, Salem, 
Oreg., $1.25, paper.) Speaking from a 
background of specialized study and ex- 
perience as workers with youth, the 
authors discuss most helpfully such per- 
tinent themes as the character problem, 
the crime problem, the educational prob- 
lem, the social problem (including 
courtship and marriage), the vocational 
problem, and the religious problem. 
Written with understanding and sym- 
pathy, the treatment of the subjects is 
strictly Christian, and goodness in gen- 
eral and Christianity in particular are 
made attractive. Young people will find 
this book easy to read, for it is inter- 
estingly written and answers their ques- 
tions in simple language, and without 
any unkind criticism. Parents, teachers, 
and pastors will find it useful as a guide 
to intelligent, friendly youth-counseling. 


Momeiits of Devotion. By Grace Noll 
Crowell, (Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $1.50.) Once poet 
laureate of Texas and recipient of sun- 
dry other honors, Grace Noll Crowell 
here branches into religious homily, 
choosing twenty-six Scripture portions 
for the present volume. One recognizes 
immediately that it is because the author 
herself has been touched and helped by 
the inspired words that she is impelled 
to shine her good light onto the paths 
of others. The subjects comprise such 
comforters as “The Lord Knows,” “Like 
As a Father,” and “The Unsearchable 
Riches,” while a call to sincere conse- 
cration sounds forth in “As Thy Servant 
Was Busy,” “Reasonable Service,” and 
“Serving Our Generation.” But most of 
all the beloved pen majors in faith— 
the longing of the Father’s heart to be- 
get it, to speed its slow growth, and to 
restore it where sin has been allowed to 
blast and kill. There may be, however, 
some cause for regret that, when Mrs. 
Crowell decries race prejudice, she cata- 
logs all men as children of God without 
the qualifying phrase, “by creation.” But, 
in the main, her tender messages are 
rich with inspiration to worship and to 
live as examples of the word “Chris- 
tian.” 

A number of fine story illustrations 
are included, and each little homily ends 
with an appropriate prayer. 

Ginger and the Turkey Raiders. By 


Dorothy Grunbock Johnston, (Vari Kam- 
pen Press, Wheaton, Ill. $1.) In earlier 
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volumes, Ginger and her three pals had 
lots of fun at Dogfish Bay and again in 
Alaska, and now young readers find 
them at Uncle Al’s turkey farm in Ore- 
gon. With hundreds of the big birds 
just ready for market, it was necessary 
to guard them carefully against foxes, 
four-legged and two-legged, and against 
anything, even a windblown newspaper, 
which would send them into a stampede. 
But honest Jake and the collie, Queenie, 
slept nightly in a shack right with the 
birds, so the four girls were safe enough 
in their sail-covered tree house close by. 
There were Bill and Ed, too, the day- 
time helpers, and the girls felt it very 
much that though Bill was saved, sad- 
faced Ed was not. Earnestly they prayed 
for him. Then came the neighbor’s barn 
fire, which took away all tke men and 
the dog, so it was up to the girls to stand 
guard through the long night. But the 
rustlers came—and Ed was with them! 
Soon, however, the girls saw he was 
working with and not against Uncle Al. 
And when everything was all over, the 
reward included this orphan boy as well 
as the happy quartet. But the biggest 
reward of all came when at last Ed took 
Christ as his persona] Saviour. 


It Happened at Casway. By Vera Pew- 
tress. (Victory Press, Clapham Crescent, 
London, S. W. 4; 6/6, net.) What Jim and 
Jerry wanted to do was to go to Amer- 


ica with their parents. But since that 
was impossible they accepted Uncle 
John’s invitation to Casway-on-the-Sea, 
little dreaming the _ surprises that 
awaited. First, there was the meeting 


with George Banton, whom they had 
known before and rather disliked. Then 
there was the matter of money disap- 
pearing from Uncle John’s lumber yard 
office. After considerable sleuthing, the 
thief is discovered to be a boy named 
Ted. But, in view of unusual circum- 
stances, he is forgiven and the money 
restored. Then the four unearth a plot 
against Uncle John’s lumber, but in the 
effort to get further proof, two of the 
boys are discovered and made prisoners 
in a cave on the beach at high tide. 
But a way is found for the boys to call 
for help, so the police arrive on time. 
Throughout these varied adventures Jim 
and Jerry conduct themselves in such a 
Christian manner that their pals are 
also won to the Lord Jesus, 


Studies in Jewish Evangelism. By 
Henry J. Heydt, Th.D., president, the 
Lancaster School of the Bible and School 
of Theology. (American Board of Mis- 
sions to the Jews, Inc., 236 West 72nd 
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Shelton (ollege 


offers you an education founded upon 
the Bible as the infallible Word of 
God, the basis of all the best in the 
American Way of Life. 
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STIRRING. PROPHETIC BOOKS 


by Dr. Herbert Lockyer 

The H-Bomb and End of 
the Age 

Drama of Fast Moving 
Events 

The Four Horsemen of 
Apocalypse 

The Unpardonable Sin 

All Four—$1.00 postpaid 

Catalogue of other books 
on request 
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LOCKYER BOOK MINISTRY 
Box 7324, Oklahoma City 





WANTED 


A consecrated Christian linguist to tutor our 
missionary candidate students in European 
languages. Must have ability to speak and 
teach English, German, French, Spanish, 
Italian, Greek, Armenian, Turkish, etc. 

Write to Dr. Percy Crawford, President, 
Kings College, Delaware City, Delaware. 














LEISURE-TIME 
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A WORLD TOUR WITH JESUS 
by Ilse L. Schlaitzer 
Children love these thrilling continued stories 
(each in 3 parts) about boys and girls in other 
londs. Aspiritual lesson in each chapter. 1.75 
BIBLE PUZZLE BOOK 

by Stella M. Rudy= Hove fun work- 
ing these new Bible crossword puzzies. 65¢ 
“CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1517 North Third St. 
Harrisburg, Penna. 
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All verses now numbered 


# NEW TESTAMENT 


xf In the Language of the People 





At your local 
Religious Bookstore 
or 


MOODY PRESS 


575 pages PAPER BINDING..........- $1.50 820 N. rq St. 
>f CLOTH BINDING........... 3.00 : ; 
51" x 714" LEATHER (4% 17% x16")...... 6.95 Chicago 10, Illinois 
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THE LAW of 
LIBERTY 


in l 


he 
SPIRITUAL 


| IFE - 
frau #f Hoprins 


325 North 13th Street 


YOU MAY HAVE A COPY OF THIS BOOK 


without money cost 


for only THREE NEW 18-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 
at $l each. This offer applies to subscriptions in the United 


THE LAW OF LIBERTY 
in the SPIRITUAL UIE 


by EVAN H. HOPKINS 





One of our readers has written us: “I want to commend 
you for publishing this book as I believe the body of truth 
it contains is the most neglected teaching in our day next 
to the gospel. This book has been a great blessing to me.” 


HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 18-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 

A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 

When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1 for each NEW 18-weeks 
subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and your copy (or 
copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis of one book for 
every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and mention this offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


Truly a classic on holy liv- 
ing and the deepening of 
the spiritual life. 





For 40 years the author, a 
minister of the Church of 
England, was a leading 
speaker and Council mem- 
ber of the British Keswick 
Convention. 

This book has been regarded as the 


Convention’s textbook, says Mr. 
Fred Mitchell, its present chairman. 





Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas stated: 
“By far the best book available on 
the subject of Holiness.” 


The regular selling price of this 128 
page clothbound book is $1.50, post- 
paid, from your bookstore or from 
The Sunday School Times Co. 


° ° Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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St., New York 23; $2.50.) Dr. Heydt has 
put the Christian church in debt by the 
remarkable amount of research that he 
has devoted to this series of studies. 
This should be a “must” book for work- 
ers among Jews; it is filled with inspira- 
tion and information that should prepare 
anyone who would seek to understand 
present-day Jewry and win some to a 
knowledge of Christ Jesus as their Mes- 
siah and Saviour. 

Some of the subjects treated are: 
“Types of Hebrew People,” “Hebrew 
Religious Literature,” “Hebrew Theol- 
ogy.” “The Plea” (for evangelizing the 
Jews). Two chapters, “Approaching the 
Jew” and “The Application of Scrip- 
tures,” are full of very practical sug- 
gestions. A chapter of unusual interest 
covers the Jewish calendar and its vari- 
ous feasts and holy ‘days. This book 
should prove to be a good antidote to 
anti-Semitism. 


Choice Sermon Notes. By Charles Had- 
don Spurgeon. (Zondervan Pub, House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $2.95.) This is 
the second volume of Spurgeon’s ser- 
monic material which has been edited 
and compiled by David Otis Fuller. The 
first volume, “Spurgeon’s Sermon Notes,” 
has now run into seven editions. The 
increasing demand has led to the pub- 
lishing of this additional set of notes. 
There are fifty-two full outlines (over 
200 pages) on texts from Genesis to Rev- 
elation. These are conveniently placed 
in the book in their Biblical order. Each 
outline is supplemented with excellent 
illustrations. Spurgeon’s masterly treat- 
ment of his texts will be an inspiration 
to any reader, and a means of instruc- 
tion to the preacher in the art of out- 
lining and sermonizing. A_ thorough 
study of such a book as this will be good 
for any minister of the Gospel, for Spur- 
geon’s sermons, full-length or condensed, 
are exemplary models 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 4 to 10 


Mon.—Acts 25:6-12. 
Paul’s Appeal to Caesar. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I appeal unto 
Cesar.” Back of Paul’s appeal to the 
emperor was more than stress of cir- 
cumstances. These indicated the path of 
duty and also his divine commission to 
appear before kings for witness for 
Christ. When circumstances press you 
for decision, be sure to act according 
to the will of God. Pray that you may 
have a strict sense of justice. 


Tues.—Acts 26:24-32. 
Paul’s Defense Before Agrippa. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Agrippa said 
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unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian.” What a defense! God 
thought enotigh of His servant’s defense 
to immortalize it in the Scriptures. And 
doubtless millions of sermons—and cer- 
tainly some Gospel songs—have resulted 
from the words “almost , . . persuadest.” 
Life takes on great meaning as one re- 
alizes how it reaches into the future and 
on into eternity. Pray for grace to serve 
God well in times of perplexity. 


Wed.—Acts 27:39-44. 
Shipwrecked but Saved. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They escaped all 
safe to land.” Paul’s life was marvel- 
ously filled with particular providences. 
Literally God «was with him in all that 
he did. He was blessed of God in his 
contacts, companions, conversations, visi- 
tations, and in his afflictions. This blessed 
life is open to all believers. The portal 
to it is marked: “Absolute Surrender” 
(Rom. 12:1-3). Pray for particular provi- 
dences to appeal in your days of testing. 


Thurs.—Acts 28:1-10. 
Paul’s Prayers on Malta. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “The father of 


Publius lay sick . , , Paul entered in and 
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prayed, and laid his hands on him, and 
healed him, . . . Others also . . . came, 
and were healed.” Paul was a man of 
prayer. He began his Christian life in 
prayer. He continued all through life 
a man of prayer. Prayer is an ordinance 
of God whereby we may obtain from 
Him, in the name of Christ and through 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, greater 
blessings of God’s goodness. Prayer with 
Paul ‘and with us, too, confesses utter 
dependence upon God. Do you get an- 
swers to your prayers? Pray for all 
who are in any trouble, 


Fri.—Acts 28:11-16. 
“And So We Came to Rome.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We came to 
Rome.” Luke, who accompanied Paul 
on the voyage, is the inspired reporter of 
the completion of Paul’s journey to 
Rome. Roman Christians, he says, 
“heard of us... came to meet us”—and 
“we came to Rome.” The little word 
“so” contains an ocean of divine mercy. 
Fruitage from that God-directed minis- 
try of Paul reaches out through time into 
eternity. And let it be remembered that 
we also through grace may abound unto 
great and good works. Pray for par- 
ticular providences in your service for 
the Lord. 


Sat.—Romans 8:28-39. 
God Works for Good. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIOoNsS: “And we know 
that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose.” 
Paul mentions seven seemingly adverse 
experiences and reminds us that God 
works good for His servants out of them 
all. Take a second look at the list: 
tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, 
nakedness, peril, sword. In all these 
things he says, through Christ who loves 
us, we may more than carry off the 
victory. But stranger yet, he tells that 
“neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come , , , shall 
be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Pray that you may know God after the 
above manner. 


Sun.—2 Corinthians 1:1-7. 
Comfort in Tribulation. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “The God of all 
comfort; who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to com- 
fort them which are in any trouble, by 
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God.” The experience of 
tribulation is both a personal and social 
benefit when divine comfort is experi- 
enced in it. Many a patient awaiting 
surgery has been comforted by the words 
of another who has found help under 
the knife. Your blessed tribulations 
(harrowing experiences) enlarge your 
ability to comfort others in their dis- 
tresses. Pray for a spirit of praise and 
of hope all through your tests of faith. 
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e With river rights. At a Christian 
Lots for Sale: Bible Colony located in Orange 
County, N. Y., two hours from New York City. Price 
$25 to $50 in minimum parcels of fiveeach. If interested 
write Mr. Ralph A. West, 41 Fulton St., New York 38. 





New opportunity to give them a 
gospel witness by trained 
personal workers. Your 

part in this plan will be 

unknown. The Lord is greatly 
blessing this program. 












ue ALL-BIBLE GRADED SERIES 


of Sunday School lessons 
“The whole Bible for your 
whole Sunday School” 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


At present we are reaching about 
250,000 children with our Scripture 
Memory Plan and many are being 
saved; but in the ten states in which 
we are working there are nearly five 
million school children who never 
attend Sunday school. 

Pray for these children and write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 











Read THE PROPHETIC WORD 


an inspiring, Scriptural, illustrated monthly 
read by many thousands. Devoted to proph- 
ecy, victorious Christian living, prayer, cur- 
rent events. Daily guide. Section for 
young people. 

Subscription price $1 a year 


THE PROPHETIC WORD, 1101 E. 35th St., Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 
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* * EARLY DELIVERY - - 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON &CO. 
a DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 














What Will Bring Revival? 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 

25 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 














THE PRICE OF FREEDOM 


CROSS the face of Europe, there are tens of 
A thousands of children who, together with 
their parents, are paying the price of free- 
dom. In many cases, their home is a hole in the 
wall of a bombed-out building, or a miserably 
small room in a refugee barrack where two or 
three families barely manage to exist. Many a 
child does not even have so much as a corner to 
lay his head, for the refugee camps can hold no 
more. It is not an uncommon sight to come 
across refugees wandering with their children on 
the highways of Germany, seeking barns or de- 
serted houses where they 
can spend the night. Many 
of these children do not 
have a mother to take care 
of them, to dry their tears, to 
comfort and kiss them, for 
their mothers were victims of 
the last destructive war. 


From Berlin, Germany, we 
have recently received an 
urgent appeal on behalf of 
refugee children. During the 
last month, 35,000 refugees 
have fled into Western Ber- 
lin. Among this vast number, 
there are many of God’s dear 
people, evangelicals of like 
faith, who need our help in 
this hour of crisis. The situ- 
ation for their children is 
desperate, for each child who 
comes across the border 
means another mouth to feed 
and another body to shelter. 
In great halls they line up for 
their daily bread and their 
daily bowl of soup. 


and sympathy. 


Dazed and frightened, they continue to flee 
across the border, leaving all behind — a mass of 
broken men, silent women, and sick children, hu- 
man flotsam in a sea of modern history. The 
drabness of their clothing and the dull sameness 
of their expression is a heart-rending sight. 


One of our missionaries was working among 
such children in Germany. One child in particular 
seemed to be in much pain. 
asked the child just where it hurt most. 
pathetic gesture, the child covered his heart. 


Our missionary 
With a 
“ie 


, 





| NEED YOUR HELP 


This lonely orphan child is one of many 
refugees from Eastern Germany, now safe 
in the American Zone, who need your love 


hurts here,” he replied. The physical suffering was 
terrible for the child, but the untold suffering of 
the heart and mind was even greater. 


The European Evangelistic Crusade is working 
among these children in Germany today, bringing 
them physical relief and help, but above all, bring- 
ing them hope and salvation through the message 
of the Saviour’s love. The task is not an easy oné 
and we would despair if we did not have faith in 
God and in the people of God. Wecannot ignore 
their pathetic cries, and we know that our God is 
able to supply the physical 
and spiritual needs of these 
children living in such dire 
distress. 


It has always been our be- 
lief that together with our 
soul-saving ministry we 
should also administer phys- 
ical relief for the welfare of 
the body wherever needed. 
We need your help in making 
this ministry possible. Con- 
sider these children. What 
future have they if they, re- 
main ignorant of the love of 
Jesus Christ who loved them 
and said, “Suffer the little 
children to come unto me...” 





Let it never be said that we 
did not care for the souls and 
bodies of these little ones. 


We ask you to make thisa 
matter of prayer. Your gifts, 
so urgently needed, will be 
used immediately in admin- 
istering to the physical and spiritual welfare of 
these needy children in Europe. Please address 
all gifts and correspondence for this purpose to: 

CUT OFF HERE AND MAIL 


(SAVE EUROPE’S CHILDREN) 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, Director for North America 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, Inc. 

811 Westview Street, Phila. 19, Pa., U.S.A. 


Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I enclose $ ————____—_— 
to help meet the urgent need of Europe's destitute children, assuring 
you of my prayers in this project of mercy. 


Name 





Street. 

















